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From the Pastor’s desk at Cross Lutheran Church-NALC, 

“The righteous flourish like the palm tree and grow  

like a cedar in Lebanon.” (Psalm 92:12) 

Recently, I had the opportunity to reread a book entitled, 

“As a Tree Grows.”  The author, W. Phillip Keller, 

describes the Biblical cedars of Lebanon as an example of 

all that is desired in Christian character. The cedars were 

unique trees of breathtaking beauty, massive size, rich 

fragrance, and high-quality timber. Used in the building of 

Solomon’s temple in Jerusalem, the cedars of Lebanon 

represented “beauty of life, vigor of character, fragrance of 

personality, and impeccability of character.” 

It is interesting how Keller compares the nurturing needs of these massive, 

majestic trees with the nurturing needs of Christians. As there is a natural growth to 

produce these towering trees, there is a similar natural growth in the development of 

Christian character. Also, just as God gives life to the small and insignificant seed of the 

Lebanon Cedar, so God has given life to you. As small and insignificant as you may feel 

in all that God has made, God specifically created you for His purpose. God also provides 

all of the necessary gifts you need and will need, as you continue to grow. Keller notes, 

“If they [cedars of Lebanon], through patient growth, produced fine material for the 

temple, then I, too, through growth must be capable of developing a character for holy 

service.” 

I didn’t get very far in my reading when this pair of sentences caused me to pause 

and reread them again and again. Later after finishing the book, I returned to them once 

more. They mentioned the daily need for water. “The moisture which a tree took in last 

week will not suffice for today. Likewise, I, too, must draw daily on the water of divine 

life—on Christ’s refreshing stream.”  (pg. 26) 

Yes, I, too, must draw daily on Christ’s refreshing stream! Yesterday’s cool drink 

of water will not quench my thirst today. Like an athlete that develops a physical need to 

exercise daily, so we too as Christians develop a spiritual need to return to God’s Word 

for daily sustenance. 

Like all living things, just because we received enough food and water last week, 

that doesn’t mean that they will provide enough nourishment for today or tomorrow. 

Similarly, just because we heard God’s Word yesterday doesn’t mean that we don’t need 

it again today or tomorrow or the next day… 

“Blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord, whose trust is the Lord. He is like a 

tree planted by water, that sends out its roots by the stream, and does not fear when 

heat comes, for its leaves remain green, and is not anxious in the year of drought, for it 

does not cease to bear fruit.” (Jeremiah 17:7-8)  

In Christ, Pastor Glenn  
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Preparing for Worship 

September 5—Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

1R – Isaiah 35:4-7a, P – Psalm 146, 2R –James 2:1-10, 14-18, G – Mark 7:(24-30), 31-37 

September 12—Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

1R—Isaiah 50:4-10, P – Psalm 116:1-9, 2R – Ephesians James 3:1-12, G – Mark 9:14-29 

September 19 - Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 

1R - Jeremiah 11:18-20, P - Psalm 54, 2R - James 3:13-4:10, G - Mark 9:30-37 

September 26 - Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

1R  - Numbers 11:4-6, 10-16, 24-29, P – Psalm 104:27-35, 2R – James 5:(1-12) 13-20, G – Mark 9:38-50 

Remember Those at Home... 

Delores Elftman, Elaine Licht, and Martin Knost 

Those in Need of Extra Special Prayer...  

Don Arndt, Sue Beller, Al Collison, Connie Eden, 

Eunice Richmond, Bill Hurdelbrink, Delores Johnson, 

Dustin Tice, Inez Buchholz,  Noah Adams, Kyle 

Walker, Whitney Peyerk, Kayle Thepsourinthone, 

Kay Schuette, Roberta Danks, Posie Tuckey, 

Corey Messing, Marvin Trost, Allen Koehler, 

Mary Champion, Kevin Faupel, Ezra Sturm, 

Kim Edler, Deann Lewis, Hope Kittel, Marilyn Blunt, 

and Robert Krzeszewski. 

Those in Honorable Service Our Country... 

Nathan Schulz and Ryan Schulz, U.S. Marines, 

sons of Lonnie Schulz & grandsons of Bonnie 

Schulz, Nicholas Swanson, U.S. Air Force, son of 

Randy & Suzie Swanson & grandson of Nancy 

Schuette. Michael Cox, U.S. Navy, son of Kim 

Sears. 

NALC Bishop Dan Selbo to Attend Michigan Mission District Meeting 

Our Mission District has a wonderful opportunity this Fall.  We have the opportunity to spend time with 

our denominational Bishop!   

Peace Lutheran, 3590 Lincoln Avenue, St. Joseph is hosting this year’s Annual Michigan Mission District 

meeting on Saturday, October 2nd.  Gathering time starts at 9:30 a.m. and the meeting begins at 10:00 a.m. 

with a Service of Holy Communion.  Worship is followed by a question and answer session with the 

Bishop.  After lunch we will hear a presentation on overseas mission from an NALC Partner Ministry.   

Pastor Samar Ghandour heads Victory Ministry’s work in Liberia, Guinea, Sierra Leone, and the Ivory Coast.   

We will also have the opportunity to break into small groups of men, women, and clergy to make plans for 

events/gatherings between annual meetings.  The day ends at 3:00 p.m. to allow time for attendees to return to 

their home congregations.  Please plan to attend.   

Our Fellowship Committee is lining up housing with members if any of you desire to come early and stay 

overnight on Friday, October 1st. 

 
Please let our Church Office know (1) how many are planning to attend from your congregation and (2) 

whether or not overnight accommodations are needed for Friday by WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 22nd. 

The office can be reached at peacelutheranstjoe@sbcglobal.net or 269-556-7000 Mon.-Thurs. 9:00 a.m. 

– noon. I look forward to seeing you in October! 

Pastor Steve Hartten 

Dean, Michigan Mission District 

Peace Lutheran Church, St. Joseph  MI 

269-556-7000 
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Birthdays 
 3 Ken Schulze 

 5 Kristi Krohn 

  Janis Elftman 

 6 Taylor Ann Licht 

 8 Kevin Trost 

 14 Jack Sturm 

 18 Allison Yackle 

  Norm Nelson 

 19 Inez Buchholz 

 20 Elizabeth Higgins 

 21 Beth Elston 

  Andrew Trost 

 23 Lori Smith 

 24 Richard Mead 

 26  Tim Schuette 

 27 Kirsten Shupe 

 28 Victoria Yackle 

 29 Violet Messing  

 30 Laken LePage 

  Erica Kish 

Anniversaries 

 2 Mike & Connie Eden, 43 years 

 2 Ken & Betty Licht, 54 years 

 3 Al & Peggy Licht, 38 years 

 6 Bill & Jan Love, 52 years 

 11 Steve & Patty Schulze, 
  50 years 

 14 Bill & Muriel Hurdelbrink, 
  69 years 

 20 Alex & Patty Cucinello, 
  35 years 

 25 Chris & Marcie Papkey, 
  22 years 

Women’s Bible Study 
will meet on 

September 8th 
at 1:30 p.m. We will 

study Lesson 4 
about Galatians and 

Grace Alone.  
Join us anytime 

as we study 
the Letters of Paul. 

~~~~~~~ 

September 2021 
Special Dates 

Labor Day — September 6 

Patriot Day — September 11 

Grandparents Day — September12 

First day of Autumn — September 22 

Celebrate 

A MESSAGE FROM 

PARISH LIFE MINISTRY 

Dear church members 

and friends:  

We are so happy to be 

enjoying our fellowship 

time once again 

following worship. 

The Parish Life Ministry 

group is looking for other 

ministry committees 

(or small  groups of friends) 

to share in providing the 

fellowship time snacks, 

set-up and clean-up. 

If you would like to help, 

please sign up on the 

bulletin board sign-up sheet 

(located near the utility 

room).  

If you have any questions 

about what to bring or what 

to do, please contact 

Nancy Schuette or 

LuAnne Sokolowski.  
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DK-8 Grades 

Carrie Ward - Grades 1-2  

Gwynne Barry - Grades 3-5  

David Faupel - Principal/Grades 6-8  

Sara du Toit - Grades 6-8 & Title I 

Leslie Eberly - DK/K & Music 

Nicole Shupe - DK/K Aide & PE  

Don Starks - Band 

Jenna Maust - Piano & Support 1-2  

Marcine Moore -HL Dir. & Custodian  

Lori London - HL Assistant 

 

Preschool 

Beth Elston 

Sarah McIntosh 

Robbi Shaffer 

 

Childcare Staff 

Mackenzie Roestel 

Dezera Briesmeister 

Becky Ruth 

Abby Talaski 

Madison Chambers 

Zoe Howard 

Jessica Schwartz 

Loydene Gabrielson 

Chase Howard 

Chantel Hill 

Katie LaCroix 

From the Desk of …David Faupel 

Cross Lutheran teachers and staff have been 
gearing up to begin school on August 30! 
Our school theme this year is 

“Work Together!” Our theme verse is 
1 Corinthians 12:27, “Now you are the body of 
Christ, and each of you is a part of it.” God has 
blessed each of us with unique gifts with which 
we can serve Him.   When we WORK TOGETHER 

as the Body of Christ, God can use us most effectively to 
accomplish His will and glorify His name.  This is the message 
we want to share and experience with Cross Lutheran Church, 
School, and Daycare students, staff, families, and congregation 
members this year. We need to WORK TOGETHER.   We are the 
Body of Christ! 
  

God has provided some amazing new teachers in the school 
that we are looking forward to WORKING TOGETHER with this 
year!  Mrs. Leslie Eberly will be teaching in our 
DK/Kindergarten classroom as well as teaching music classes 
to 1st-5th graders.  Mrs. Sara du Toit will be teaching language 
arts and science  in the 6th-8th grade classrooms and 1st-3rd 
grade art in the afternoons. She will also be working two 
mornings a week as our Title I Teacher.  With Sara teaching in 
the junior high classroom in the afternoons, it will allow me to 
work on administrative responsibilities in the principal’s office 
during that time.  We have also hired Mrs. Jenna Maust, who 
will be teaching piano classes for 6th-8th grade students and 
helping during math time in the 1st-2nd grade 
classroom.  Nicole Shupe will be working some additional hours 
in the DK/Kindergarten room this year as well as teach 
PE classes for DK-3rd grades. We have a wonderful teaching 
and support staff and we really do WORK TOGETHER very well. 
 

Our daycare is going through a time of transition, and though 
there are challenges that come with this, there are also a 
number of positive changes happening. Mackenzie Roestel has 
been appointed the interim supervisor of the daycare, and other 
administrative roles are being shared by other staff members, 
board members, and myself. We are WORKING TOGETHER 
well, and I am excited about the changes and opportunities that 
are ahead as God leads us through this time of transition.   
 

We are in need of more childcare workers and/or volunteers to 
help us care for and show the love of Christ to the young 
children in our care.  Please let me know if you are interested or 
if you know of anyone who would do a great job. We are also 
seeking applicants for a daycare director.  
 

Thank you for your continued prayers and support of 
Cross Lutheran Church, School, and Early Childcare 
Center. We are looking forward to starting the school year and 
are going to have an amazing year as we all WORK TOGETHER 
as the Body of Christ! 

September Calendar 

 9/3 No school 

 9/6 No school, Labor Day 

 9/22 Picture Day 
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These gifts were received to 

the glory of God in memory 

or honor of the following 

people: 

 

In memory of Eleanor 

Schadd, for Cross Building 

Fund: 

Don & Nancy Heck 

In memory of Clark Eidt, for 

Cross Lutheran Church: 

Carol Diener 

Bill & Muriel Hurdelbrink 

Harlon & Sandy Neumann 

David & Theresa Nitz 

Elaine Wildman 

Norma King 

Margaret Edler 

Bernie & Carol Wolschlager 

Bill & Barb NcNish 

John & Jolene Schaefer 

David & Kay Eidt 
 

In memory of Clark Eidt for 

Cross Building fund: 

Don & Nancy Heck 

Shirley Deering 

Nancy Schuette 

In memory of Clark Eidt, for 

Music/Organ fund: 

David & Peg McCrimmon 

 

In memory of Sonia Hagen, 

for Cross Music/Organ fund: 

David & Peg McCrimmon 

In memory of Sonia Hagen, 

for Cross School Music fund: 

The Hagen Family 

Anonymous 

 

Worship and Music Ministry 

Cross Lutheran Church 

Minutes of August 3, Meeting 

 

Members present: Barb Degg – chair, 
Peg McCrimmon, Mike Sting, Beth Elston. 
Karen Schuette. 
 
Meeting opened with prayer. 
 
Beth reported that they are still waiting for 
proposals and estimates to service the organ. 
 
Beth started rehearsing with a group of singers 
accompanied by guitar and piano to present 
special music and assist congregation in learning 
new music during worship.  
 
Mike reported that the Properties Ministry is 
planning to install a cable that reaches to the 
choir loft, so that microphones can be placed 
there. 
 
We tabled a discussion concerning scheduling a 
music department gathering/picnic until 
September. 
 
Next meeting - Tuesday, September 7 at 3 p.m. 
 
Mike moved to adjourn the meeting. Karen 
seconded. Motion carried. 
 
Closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Karen Schuette 
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