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Fifth Sunday after Pentecost-July 5, 2020

“At that time Jesus declared, ‘I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that 
you have hidden these things from the wise and understanding and revealed 

them to little children; yes, Father, for such was your gracious will.’”  
- Matthew 11:25-26-

Has anyone ever asked you when you were saved? This question can 
be dangerous since it sometimes causes Christians to doubt their faith. 
Moreover, as Lutherans, we may struggle to answer this question since it 
arises from a different theological framework. Therefore, we will approach 
this question by questioning the framework behind it. 

In this regard, many evangelical Christians hold that everyone can 
understand God’s truth. What saves us is making a decision to accept it. 
But Lutherans understand salvation differently. We believe that no amount 
of wisdom and understanding will allow us to know the hidden things of 
God until he first reveals them to us. He must first save us before we can 
know these truths. 

Within a Lutheran framework, what saves us is not our decision for God, 
but God’s decision for us. Even the faith by which we believe is a gift of 
God’s grace. Our decision for Christ is but the response of a newly saved 
person to God’s grace. Thus, it is not that we must make a decision for 
Christ in order to be born again. Rather, we must be born again to make a 
decision for Christ. 

In Scripture, God’s work of salvation unfolds in a couple of ways. Paul 
was clearly an adult convert. People like him can name the day and the 
hour of their conversion. However, John the Baptist was born again from 
his mother’s womb. Like John the Baptist, those of us who were baptized as 
infants cannot remember our conversion. We experience spiritual growth 
over time but cannot recall its starting point.

What both of these cases share in common is the priority of God’s grace 
in salvation. By grace God overcame the hardness of Paul’s heart, and by 
grace he gave John the Baptist a soft heart even before birth. How ever 
we are saved, therefore, our decision for God is always a response to his 
saving grace. And for Lutherans this decision occurs daily as we return to 
our baptism in repentance.
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