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Fifth Sunday of Easter – May 10, 2020

“Jesus said (to Thomas), ‘I am the way, and the truth and the life.  
No one comes to the Father except through me.” 

- John 14:6 -

Growing up in the suburb of a small city there were a lot of one-way 
streets. I lived on a one-way street. Over the years it was not uncommon 
for a car to travel the wrong direction on this one-way street. Whenever 
I mentioned that I saw a car driving the wrong way someone would 
sarcastically point out that the driver was only going one way.

The ramifications of going the wrong way can be disastrous. Going 
the wrong way can leave us lost, far from our destination. In the worst-
case scenario, traveling the wrong direction may cause injury or death. 
Likewise, straying from the one who is “the way, the truth and the life” is 
eternally damning. This may seem like a hard line for some. We deal with 
perceptions from neighbors, family and friends that such an unyielding 
guideline is unloving. Such perceptions get real when we put faces on the 
people we know who do not believe in God or hold to an entirely different 
religious belief. The world says it is unloving to offer such a judgment. 

And yet, quite the opposite is true. For there to be life, a life in the here 
and now that is filled with genuine love as well as the gift of eternal life, 
the path is clear. The way is Jesus. The first Christians (and their enemies) 
understood this as they were known as belonging to “the Way” (Acts 9:2). 
The only option for peace, the only option for entrance into the room that 
Jesus has prepared in the Father’s house, the only means by which we can 
come to the place where the multitude of saints of every nation sing praise 
to God, is through the Lamb of God, Jesus. 

In following Jesus we follow together as the body of Christ, not 
independent of each other, but as a people whom God made us to be: “you 
are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own 
possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you 
out of darkness into his marvelous light. Once you were not a people, but 
now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you 
have received mercy.” (1 Peter 2:9-10)

We boldly follow Jesus. He is the way. He is the truth. He is the life. As 
disciples, we trust in him. Amen.
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