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Pentecost 15 - September 13, 2020

Then Peter came up and said to [Jesus], “Lord, how often will my brother sin 
against me, and I forgive him? As many as seven times?”  

- Matthew 18:21 -

Forgiveness is one of the hardest parts of the faith we struggle with, 
probably because our memories are long. We are capable of harboring a 
grudge longer than we can stick with most anything else. Good thing for 
us that God is not like that! He has an even longer memory, to be sure, 
but his mercy endures forever. We need Jesus to help us in the forgiveness 
department. When we seem to be unable to pardon someone who has hurt 
us, sometimes we simply need to give it over to Jesus who will help us let go 
of the pain of betrayal. 

In Jesus’ parable of the unforgiving servant, however, Christ shows us  
our own stubbornness and hard-heartedness, just in case we think we 
are purely victims of other people’s sin. A man who had a huge debt was 
forgiven but when it came time to forgive another who owed him a debt, he 
became self-righteous and demanding. Can we put ourselves in his place? 
The fact is that we have a long memory for being wronged by others but our 
recollection of times we have injured someone else is fleetingly short. Our 
emotions get the best of us at times and all we can see are our own injuries 
and not the ones we have inflicted on others. 

Jesus told Peter that forgiving someone who wronged him was something 
we are called to do repeatedly. Not just seven times, but as many as it 
takes! The kingdom of God is founded on forgiveness and where there is no 
forgiveness, there is no kingdom. It’s not about our own rights or receiving 
justice for being wronged. As followers of Jesus it is about pure pardon, 
grace upon grace, and service to our neighbor. This is a hard pill to swallow 
indeed, and we can come up with a million reasons why we are exempt from 
the command to forgive, but Jesus is clear, “If you want to be forgiven, you 
must practice forgiveness.” 

Our Lord modeled this perfectly for us on the cross of Calvary. He forgave 
those who nailed him to cross between two thieves. He pardoned his friends 
for abandoning him in his direst hour. He will help us forgive when we are 
betrayed so that we can be free to live fully in his glorious kingdom. Amen.
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