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      May 16, 2021 — Seventh Sunday of Easter  

“And they cast lots for them…”  
- Acts 1:26 -

For the disciples of Jesus, the last few months of their lives have been a 
whirlwind. They witnessed the death of Jesus. They were filled with grief 
and became fearful. Then they were surprised later when Jesus rose from 
the dead and appeared to them, and they saw Jesus face-to-face. 

After Jesus met with many of them sporadically, he ascended into 
heaven. The disciples stood gazing upward and they wondered what they’d 
just witnessed. The disciples begin planning their next steps. They are no 
longer confused or baffled. Now all of the disciples seem to “get it.”

They needed to add a disciple to the group to replace the treacherous 
Judas. The number of them had to be restored to twelve. Two were brought 
forward, Justus and Matthias. The mundane workings of the church are now 
in progress. They have a discussion, a meeting, a brainstorming session. 
They say, “Well, since Jesus isn’t really here now, we need to be practical 
about this. Let’s just pick one and get on with it. We need to do our job and 
get moving!”

We think we may hear the voice of reason and feel the actual outcome 
is not really all that important, after all both men had been along for the 
ride since the beginning. But then Peter steps up and makes a speech about 
faith. So they pray and ask the Lord to guide them. Lots are cast in faith and 
Matthias is chosen. 

What is important is the ability to be faithful in the decision, no matter 
the size or importance. This is the way to start out on the right foot, with 
faith first and foremost. These are the moments when our faith really 
shines, when we face a real test, not simply a tedious function of filing a 
report or forming a committee.

Peter was tasked with building the church. We are tasked with carrying 
the church forward. The church will persevere, regardless of us getting in 
the way. The real challenge for us and the church is this: can we be faithful? 
Can we trust the Holy Spirit to guide us? 

The answer, of course, is a resounding YES!
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