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Listening for the Promise
Weekly Devotional

Seventh Sunday of Easter – May 24, 2020

“Holy Father, keep them in your name, which you have given me, that they may 
be one, even as we are one.”  

-John 17:11b-

In a time where there are increasing divisions within the body of Christ, 
what does it mean for this prayer of Jesus to be answered? Several years 
ago, the ecumenical group participated in conversations about what we 
believed, to see what ways we might commemorate the 500th anniversary 
of the Reformation. This ecumenical group included liturgical and non-
liturgical congregations. What came out of these conversations was a series 
of talks with members of our respective congregations where we shared 
how God may be answering Jesus’ prayer for the unity of his followers. 
What follows is a portion of what I shared.

As it regards the vision for unity in the church, it must be said that 
the church is one in Christ, regardless of the name of the denomination. 
Those congregations or church denominations that teach that salvation is 
through Christ and him alone are united by this common confession. 

• John 3:16-18 “For God so loved the world...” 

• John 14:6 “I am the way, the truth and the life. No one comes to the 
Father except through me.”

• Ephesians 2:8-10 “For by grace you have been saved through faith...”

•1 Corinthians 12:3b “…no one can say ‘Jesus is Lord’ except in the Holy 
Spirit.” 

The scriptures speak of the unity of the church. When that unity was 
challenged and various teachings were contrary to the earliest canons of 
the New Testament, the Creeds formed a statement of common belief 
rooted in the Scriptures. This was a time when key doctrines of the faith 
were being formed, as revealed from the Scriptures. 

I am convinced that while not every church body sees the Creeds in 
the same light nor uses them in corporate worship, they do speak to key 
foundational teachings of the church. The creeds, which are rooted in 
Scripture, can and should continue to guide conversations among laity and 
clergy in all denominations and churches, in formal and informal settings 
so that all may be one in Christ. Amen. 
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