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Christmas Eve - December 24, 2020

“Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is 
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you shall call his 

name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.”   
- Matthew 1:20–21-

When it comes to naming something or someone, great care must be 
taken. Whether it is a boat (like the SS Queen Mary), a new pet (like Scamp 
or Fluffy), or a child, significant thought goes in to the process. It has to be 
right! As couples wait for the birth of a child, coming up with just the right 
name is something that has to be worked on. She might not like what his 
choices are, and he might not like all of her choices, but when the right 
name is spoken, it’s like a Eureka moment! It fits, it feels right, and once 
the birth certificate is signed, there’s no going back! This is also something 
other people cannot usually contribute to - the choice is up to the parents. 
Any unwanted advice on the name of a child can be met with scorn and a 
look that says, “Back off! This is our decision and ours alone.”

When the angel came to Joseph, he already knew that Mary was with 
child. He was going to let her go quietly, to save her from shame, and to 
preserve his good name. But the angel intervened and told Joseph, “It’s all 
good! This child is the very Son of God!” (Oh, ok!?) 

“You don’t have to divorce Mary, instead I want you to become this 
baby’s earthly father. And, by the way, his name will be ‘Jesus,’ because he 
will save his people from their sins.” That was a lot to drop on poor Joseph 
all at once: An immaculate conception, a divine infant, a call to fatherhood, 
and a name provided! 

Joseph didn’t get to choose a name for the child, but he also didn’t get 
to choose the course his life was going to take. God called him and by God’s 
grace, Joseph said, “yes.” He couldn’t have come up with a better name if 
he had tried! But it fit, “He saves.” In fact, it says everything! God who put 
on flesh and blood has come down to earth to save all who believe in him 
from death, sin, and the devil. We all need saving, and Jesus’ name points 
to his mission. 

May we welcome the child Jesus into our hearts and lives, and cherish 
his holy name forever. Amen. 
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