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Listening for the Promise
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Fourth Sunday of Easter – May 3, 2020

“When he has brought out all his own, he goes before them, and the  
sheep follow him, for they know his voice.”  

- John 10:4-

There is great power in a voice. A voice that shouts can bring numerous 
conversations to a pause. A shout can startle an unsuspecting individual. A 
soothing voice may bring calm to the screaming child. Voices are familiar 
and that familiarity gets our attention. For example, in public I often hear 
someone shout, “Dad.” I don’t look every time because I know that I am not 
the one being called. However, when I recognize the word “dad” coming 
from my son, I know that I am the one whose attention he is seeking.

A voice can also trigger in our minds whether the person speaking 
is a person we trust. That is one of the issues present in today’s gospel 
reading. Jesus’ voice is one that the sheep know and trust. Sheep trust the 
Shepherd with their very lives, expecting the Shepherd to protect them, 
feed and care for them. Sheep will follow the Shepherd to green pastures 
and beside still waters (Psalm 23:2). Not all who come to the sheep have 
their well-being in mind. There are those who willingly or unwillingly 
lead the sheep to slaughter. We see this today among those false teachers 
who reject Scriptural teaching and follow the values of the world. Indeed, 
false teachers play into the susceptibility of those with itching ears who 
“will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own passions…” (2 
Timothy 4:3).

Of course, Jesus is no ordinary shepherd. Jesus is the Good Shepherd. 
Jesus loves the sheep so much that he lays down his life for the sheep. 
(John 10:11). Jesus, by his very identity provides for the sheep’s every need. 
In addition to being the Good Shepherd we know Jesus in these ways:

• I am the bread of life; whoever comes to me shall not hunger, and 
whoever believes in me shall never thirst. – John 6:35

• I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will not walk in 
darkness, but will have the light of life. – John 8:12

•  I am the resurrection and the life.  - John 11:17

Follow the voice of the Lord, for he is faithful and has given us all that is 
needed for abundant life now and in the world to come. Amen.
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