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Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost - August 23, 2020 

[Jesus] said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” Simon Peter replied, “You 
are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”

How many people in this world do you really, truly know? Maybe 
a handful? Maybe one or two? Sometimes it’s hard enough knowing 
ourselves, let alone others. Just when you think you know someone, they 
reveal something about themselves that either shocks or delights you. 
Knowing those we love and care for can be a life-long endeavor. 

Jesus wanted to know what people were saying about him, but more than 
that, he really wanted to know if his closest friends and disciples knew who 
he was. As the men reported back to the Lord what others were saying about 
him, “some say you are John the Baptist or Elijah or Jeremiah or one of the 
other prophets,” Jesus challenged them asking, “But who do YOU say that 
I am?” Simon Peter got this one right! “You are the Messiah, the chosen 
one of Israel, the Christ we’ve been waiting for.” Well, he didn’t exactly say 
all that, but he did get the right answer. Jesus told him that it was the Holy 
Spirit who provided that response, but congratulations none-the-less. 

Peter’s confession of faith was rewarded with a phrase that has often 
been read into, “You are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church.” 
Simon’s nickname, “Peter,” is “rock” in Aramaic. In the early church this 
was taken to be a justification for the papacy. Whether you believe that part 
or not is beside the point. The point is really about his confession of faith 
which would be used by Christ as the foundation of the nascent church. 

We are called to make this same confession when asked, “Who do you say 
Jesus is?” There are many phrases that answer that and each of them is an 
acknowledgment of who Jesus is, to us and the world, and what anchors us 
to his life-giving, self-sacrificing love. “He is my Lord.” “He is the Savior!” 
“He is my all in all!” However we say it when we are queried is the very rock 
that Christ builds his church upon. Two thousand years ago the rock was 
Peter, Paul, James, John, Thomas, Mary, Martha, and the rest. Today it’s 
you, me, our neighbors, friends, church family and saints all around the 
world who have been built into the Living Stone, the solid rock foundation 
of the Bride of Christ! Don’t complicate it too much. Take Jesus at his word 
and know that he gives you the faith you need to confess him as Lord and on 
your confession he builds his church. He does this! Amen.
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