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Listening for the Promise
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Sixth Sunday after Pentecost-July 12, 2020

“Other seeds fell on good soil and produced grain, some a hundredfold, some 
sixty, some thirty. He who has ears to hear, let him hear.” -Matthew 13:8-9

Why do some people respond to God’s word while others don’t? Jesus 
answers this question in the parable of the soil. In this parable, the seed 
represents the Word of God, and the soil represents the human heart. If the 
seed falls upon good soil, it will take root and grow. However, if it falls upon 
bad soil, it will not grow to maturity. Thus, the human heart must be good 
and soft for God’s Word to take root and grow within it.

To make this point, Jesus discusses four types of soil. Some hearts are as 
hard as a well-trodden path. When God’s Word is sown among such hearts, 
it remains on the surface and is snatched away by hungry birds. Other 
hearts are like rocky soil. When God’s Word is sown among these hearts, it 
sprouts up quickly but soon wilts under the heat of persecution since it has 
no depth of soil. Still other hearts are like thorny soil in which the thorns 
represent the cares of the world. When God’s Word is sown in these hearts, 
the thorns grow up and choke it out.

But there is also good soil which is soft. When God’s Word is sown upon 
good soil, it takes root and grows up to produce much grain. In other words, 
God’s Word works within a soft heart, causing one to mature in Christ and 
bear fruit through good works. Lest we try to take credit for a soft heart 
ready to have the seed of God’s Word planted within us, we remember that 
it is all in his capable hands. He tills the soil and plants the seeds. He causes 
the growth and good works. 

By our own sinful nature we are all like the hostile, unreceptive soil, but 
God has the power to change our hearts so that we become receptive to his 
Word. He does this through the Word itself! Because God’s Word is living 
and active (Hebrews 4:12), it creates faith in empty hearts just as it once 
created the world out of nothing! 

Thus, we need not despair as we speak God’s Word to others. Since the 
Spirit works through the Word, God may well use his word to change the 
very heart that has been previously unreceptive to his Word!

Prayer: God, give us confidence in the power of your Word to change 
unbelieving hearts. Amen.
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