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Pentecost 17 - September 27, 2020

“Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more 
significant than yourselves. Let each of you look not only to his own interests,  

but also to the interests of others. Have this mind among yourselves,  
which is yours in Christ Jesus.” 

- Philippians 2:3-5 -

St. Paul wrote to the Christians in Philippi encouraging them to be like 
Christ, to have the mind of Christ, and to empty themselves the way Christ 
did on the cross of Calvary. This is a tall order, to be sure, but it is the way 
of Jesus for those who love him and want to be more like him in this life. 

This passage of the letter was actually a hymn that Paul was quoting. 
We don’t know the exact source but the believers in the church at Philippi 
would have been familiar with the words. We can imagine them reading 
this letter and then singing along, “Though he was in the form of God, he 
did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, 
by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. And 
being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to 
the point of death, even death on a cross.” I wonder what the tune sounded 
like!

We all know how much music helps to transmit the message of the 
gospel. We all have our favorites like, “Amazing Grace,” “The Old Rugged 
Cross,” and “Abide with Me,” to name a few. Each of these tried and true 
hymns are a part of our faith foundation. They speak to us deeply and 
profoundly of Jesus’ love for us, his saving grace, and the sacrifice he made 
for humanity when he laid down his life for a sinful world. We may not 
know all the words to all the hymns but there are some that make us weep 
and some that fill us with joy, all because they are a part of us and connect 
us to Christ. We hear many sermons and they help us to think deeper about 
walking with Jesus, but the music touches us in a different way. 

What are those songs that make you feel like Christ is close? Which ones 
remind you of his never failing promises? Which ones spur you on to love 
and service? For the Philippians, this hymn must have been a powerful one 
because all these years later, though we don’t know the tune, the words 
stir us to a deeper faith and thanksgiving for what Christ has done for us. 
Amen. 
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