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      Second Sunday after Pentecost – June 6, 2021

“He is out of his mind.” (Mark 3:21)

When many people heard Jesus preach, they didn’t say, “Here are the 
very words of God!” Some people said, “He is crazy!” Jesus is not crazy; he 
just sometimes sounds crazy when we listen to him from the standpoint 
of what the world teaches us is “rational.” To be a disciple, a follower of 
Jesus, is to think about God, the world, and ourselves in a different way. 
That “way” is the way of Christ.

Nobody ever said to Jesus, “Fantastic! What a wonderfully logical sermon 
you gave,” or “Jesus, you have one of the best rational minds ever.” Rather 
what they said was, “He’s raving mad! He’s out of his mind.” Jesus is back 
home and his family wants to be proud of their young rabbi. Unfortunately, 
his family was quite embarrassed when they heard Jesus and watched him 
work because everyone said, “He’s crazy! He’s out of his mind.”

Interestingly, others have the same reaction to Jesus in John 10:20. Jesus 
says, “I’m such a good shepherd, I’m willing to die for a bunch of sheep.” 
And the people responded to him by saying, “He’s out of his ever-loving 
head, he is insane! Die for stupid sheep? That’s crazy! He must be mad!”

Jesus didn’t have the benefit of a seminary education. Jesus never 
published a book. He lived with his parents until he was 30 or so. He never 
held a job, never owned a home, never dated, and went around partying 
with 12 “questionable” men, but does that make Jesus guilty of insanity?

Hmmm…maybe. Jesus said, “How about this? You can’t get into the 
kingdom of God unless you become as a child. Want to win? You do so by 
losing. You get by giving. You live by dying.” Wow! That sure doesn’t sound 
rational or logical. Sounds like he’s out of his mind right? In evaluating 
the trustworthiness of Jesus’ mind, sometimes it’s whether or not we see 
Jesus’ way of the cross as reasonable or crazy because it depends on what 
counts for reasonable or crazy in the world.

Maybe, just maybe, Jesus has given us a new way of thinking, helping us 
to see things his way instead of the world’s way. Maybe you had the same 
thing happen to you after your baptism. Maybe you were changed, your 
thinking was changed, and you were drawn forth into a new life by that 
mad, ridiculous, insane act of Jesus! Amen.
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