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Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost – October 10, 2021

“…go, sell all that you have…” (Mark 10:21)

A rich young man comes up to Jesus and asks him what steps he must 
take in order to “inherit eternal life.” Jesus responds, “You know the 
rules. Obey God’s commandments.” The man says he has obeyed all the 
commandments since he was a child. Wow, who among us can do that?

The man attempts to get Jesus into a conversation about spiritual 
matters. Jesus tells him that he already knows the answer, obey the 
commandments, which is what the man is already doing. No one is sure 
why Jesus asks this man to do something that Jesus never asked anyone 
else to do. Jesus doesn’t just tell him to get rid of all his riches, which would 
have been a big sacrifice all by itself; but he says explicitly to give it to the 
poor. Perhaps then the man would be taking responsibility for someone 
else’s needs other than his own and find out what it’s like to be dependent 
on others to get by.

Jesus tells the man, “Follow me.” This is the only place in the New 
Testament that Jesus’ call to “follow me” is refused, and the reason for 
doing so is money. “It will be very hard for the wealthy to enter God’s 
kingdom,” Jesus says to his disciples as the man sorrowfully departs. Still, 
with God all things are possible.

Following Jesus is no easy matter. Sometimes there are conflicting 
loyalties. We provide for others, but when is it my turn? Sometimes 
discipleship is a struggle to figure out what Jesus wants me to do. Is Jesus 
telling me to give away all that I have? Sometimes following Jesus means 
I am insecure with my relationship to him after listening to him when he 
says things like that. Will I be able to enter God’s kingdom?

A little further past this reading, Peter says, “See, we’ve left everything 
and followed you!” (vs. 28). We don’t know how much the disciples gave up, 
but we know they are still following Jesus, even after he said tough things 
and demanded tough things from them.

Congratulations, you have not given up and walked away from Jesus! You 
are still walking with him, like Peter and many others. Rejoice, for with 
God, all things are possible, even for someone like you, someone like me, 
both in our misunderstandings, to go with Jesus into God’s kingdom. Amen.
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