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Listening for the Promise
Weekly Devotional

      
Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost – October 17, 2021

“It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle…” (Mark 10:25)

Money is important. We spend most of our time and energy pursuing it. 
We have good reasons for acquiring money like putting food on the table, 
providing a good life for our families, and security for old age. Money has a 
way of revealing our true values. When someone says, “It’s not the money, 
it’s the principle,” we all know it’s usually the money.

Sometimes it’s hard to know the difference between greed and being a 
wise investor in order to provide a good life for our family. Money can reveal 
how deep our own self-deception actually is. It’s not just the money itself. 
It’s when you take money and put it next to Jesus, that’s when things get 
really complicated. (Warning: Jesus has a way of taking an already difficult 
discipleship and making it even more demanding.)

An interpreter from around 850 CE, came up with the brilliant idea that 
there was a low gate into Jerusalem called “the eye of the needle,” in which 
camels could squeeze through if they were not carrying a load. If we let go 
of some of our stuff, we can get through the needle’s eye too. Sorry, but that 
gate never existed.

Maybe money isn’t the problem. Perhaps it is works righteousness. Jesus 
saw the rich man was successful in obeying the law, gave him a command 
so far beyond the man’s reach that there’s no way for him to obey. Using 
the law and making it more difficult, Jesus thus pushes the man into Jesus’ 
gracious arms. Jesus calls us to follow him, to be disciples and walk the way 
of the cross. But it is a difficult way because Jesus keeps raising the bar. He 
demands a level of righteousness from us that we don’t think we can meet. 
And yet we keep walking with him. We keep listening to him, sometimes 
obeying and sometimes disappointing him. He promises that our struggle 
to follow will not go unrewarded.

Let us pray: Lord Jesus, each of us has heard your call, “Follow me.” We 
are trying hard to walk with you, and sometimes we disappoint you. We 
want to learn more about the demands of discipleship. Speak to us, Lord, 
help us not to dismiss your demands upon us. Give us the courage to listen 
to you as you speak to us. Give us the grace not to despair over our failures 
to faithfully follow. Amen.
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