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Listening for the Promise
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Eighth Sunday after Pentecost-July 26, 2020

“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found 
and covered up. Then in his joy he goes and sells  

all that he has and buys that field.”  
- Matthew 13:44 -

Jesus said that the kingdom of God is at hand, yet it has not yet come in 
its fullness. For now it is hidden, but one day it will be fully manifest. To 
express this complex reality, we say that God’s kingdom is “both already 
and not yet.” However, since this kingdom is also realized in time, perhaps 
we should say that it is “already, not yet, and coming.”

God’s kingdom is both costly and valuable. It costs us our entire lives, 
but it also gives us better lives in return. It gives us better lives by placing 
our daily work within a context of ultimate meaning and purpose, thereby 
ensuring that even our “mundane” work is eternally significant. In 
exchange for such value we should be willing to pay a commensurate price. 
As my grandfather once said to me, “Son, if you want good oats, you have 
to pay a good price, but if you want the oats that have already been through 
the horse, why they’re a bit cheaper.”

A parable uses an illustration to make a single point. Therefore, we 
should not unduly press the details of a parable. In our parable the man 
found the treasure, but we know that God is the one who finds us. In the 
parable the man hid and hoarded the treasure, but we know that we should 
proclaim and share the kingdom. In interpreting our parable, we don’t 
press these details because they are not the main point. The main point is 
that the kingdom is hidden, costly, and valuable.

The kingdom is valuable because it gives us something to live for. It is not 
just fire insurance that keeps us from going to hell. It calls us forth to invest 
our lives in God’s purpose in all that we do. Because the kingdom is a reign 
not a realm, it is not limited to the church. Rather, it is realized in every 
vocational sphere (family, church, state, workplace, and neighborhood) 
where God’s rule is embraced. And for just this reason, it infuses every 
aspect of our lives with ultimate purpose and meaning.

Prayer: Father, use our lives to advance your kingdom in all that we do, 
in the precious name of Jesus, our Lord. Amen.
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