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Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany - January 31, 2021

 “Be silent, and come out of him.” - Mark 1:25

Anytime a group of people live together, it’s only a matter of time before 
there are debates about who’s in charge. Whether in families or societies, 
on a playground, or at an office - the struggle for power is a real. And what 
kind of power it is makes all the difference.

The toddler yells, “You’re not the boss of me,” and Mom replies firmly 
“Oh yes I am.” Who’s in charge here? Husbands and wives, if you’ve ever 
wondered why you clash over the smallest, most insignificant things, it 
might be because you’re still trying to settle the question of who is really in 
charge! Who’s in charge then? Of your morality? Your decisions? Your life?  
Who’s in charge of our life together as church?

  Jesus went home to Capernaum, and taught the people gathered there 
on the Sabbath. His message was astonishing, for he taught as one with 
authority. So far, so good. But, “Just then there was in their synagogue 
a man with an unclean spirit.” Have you ever met someone with a dirty 
spirit? These are folks who are mean and contrary for no apparent reason.  
Suddenly, when all seems to be going along smoothly, Jesus encounters 
opposition. We shouldn’t be surprised, really. The one anointed with the 
Holy Spirit of God inevitably encounters the unholy spirit which is opposed 
to God. Who’s in charge here? That’s the question. This unclean spirit seeks 
to overthrow Jesus and dominate him on his own home turf.

And Jesus’ answer is, “Be silent, and come out of him.” Immediately, the 
demon leaves, and the crowd who had been astounded at Jesus’ teaching is 
even more amazed at his authority. But I am confused about the guy with the 
unclean spirit. Where did he come from? He seems to appear from within 
the gathering of believers. That this evil spirit manifests itself through one 
of the congregation’s members, during worship, is just… creepy. 

But look what Jesus does for him. He doesn’t condemn or punish. He 
simply casts out that which is unclean, so that the man can be truly free.
The Bible says all authority in heaven and on earth flows from One Source. 
It’s as simple and as complicated as that. The unclean spirits have not gone 
away. They are as vocal and violent and life-destroying as ever.  But the One 
who is in charge says, ‘Be silent! Come out!’ And he entrusts us here in this 
place with a different Spirit by which to live. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
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