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Listening for the Promise
Weekly Devotional

      Third Sunday after Pentecost – June 13, 2021

“The kingdom of God is...” (Mark 4:26)

The simple, straightforward opening line of Mark’s Gospel announces 
the theme right off the bat, “The beginning of the good news of Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God.”

But when the story turns to Jesus and his ministry, we discover the story 
is not so simple or straightforward. The first words out of Jesus’s mouth 
proclaim that the good news about God is that God’s kingdom has now 
come near, and he calls for his hearers to change their hearts and lives. 
Though not in Mark’s Gospel, Matthew and Luke tell us that Jesus taught 
his disciples to pray “your kingdom come.” But as Martin Luther said in the 
Small Catechism, “God’s kingdom comes on its own without our prayer, 
but we ask in this prayer that it may also come to us.”

What does God’s coming kingdom mean for us who are attempting to 
follow Jesus?

The kingdom is like a sower who sows seed enthusiastically, even 
wastefully, on different types of soil, but the seed grows secretly and the 
sower “knows not how.” Still the seed grows and the harvest comes. Are we 
hardworking type people sure we want to hear Jesus say that the kingdom 
comes without us doing anything? The kingdom is not really under our 
control and is utterly independent of our efforts. The parable of the mustard 
seed contrasts its small size and the large shrub. Imagine that, from seed to 
shrub without our intervention or help!

But that doesn’t mean we’re not to respond. Four times in this section 
Jesus calls attention to how important hearing is (vs. 9, 20, 22, 33). What are 
we to do for the kingdom? Listen. The point seems to be on the mysterious, 
secret nature of the kingdom of God and that it is a gift of God for us.

This parable about the seed secretly growing is hard for us to listen to 
because we think of ourselves as “movers and shakers.” We believe that 
anything we set our minds on is possible, even achievable, if we work hard 
and trust our own abilities. But perhaps Jesus is saying that the things we 
need most in life like love, purpose, and joy, can’t be self-produced. If 
we are to have them, they will be as gifts, as mysterious, unplanned, and 
unearned grace from God to us. Now that’s good news! Amen.
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