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Listening for the Promise
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Sixth Sunday of Easter – May 17, 2020

“And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be with you 
forever, even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive because it neither 

sees him nor knows him. You know him, for he dwells with you  
and will be in you.”  

-John 14:16-17-

Helpers. Throughout our lives we all rely on someone to provide help 
for us. The help may come from a tutor, a counselor, a friend, a colleague, 
etc. We live in a world where there is likely a coach to help us in everything 
from our fitness, sports, life  and yes, discipleship. However, long before 
these specialized coaches became normalized in daily living, Jesus speaks 
of a unique helper that is being sent to his followers.

In the moments leading up to his betrayal, Jesus assures his disciples 
that they will not be orphaned. They will not be unguided, without help, 
left to wander in helplessness or hopelessness. Rather, Jesus appeals to the 
Father and speaks with a blessed assurance for his followers. Jesus says 
that his disciples will receive the Holy Spirit, the comforter, the advocate. 
This promise is given to every disciple at our Baptism,“Child of God, you 
have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the cross of Christ 
forever.” (LBW, Holy Baptism, p. 124). 

The Holy Spirit brings to our remembrance the steadfast love of our 
Lord Jesus. “But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in 
my name, he will teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all 
that I have told you.” (John 14:26) It is also helpful that we keep in mind 
Luther’s explanation to the third article of the Apostles’ Creed in the Small 
Catechism. “I believe that by my own understanding or strength I cannot 
believe in Jesus Christ my Lord or come to him, but instead the Holy Spirit 
has called me through the gospel, enlightened me with his gifts, made me 
holy and kept me in the true faith, just as he calls, gathers, enlightens, and 
makes holy the whole Christian church on earth and keeps it with Jesus 
Christ in the one common, true faith. Daily in this Christian church the 
Holy Spirit abundantly forgives all sins—mine and those of all believers. 
On the Last Day the Holy Spirit will raise me and all the dead and will give 
to me and all believers in Christ eternal life.” We have no better blessing or 
assurance that the Holy Spirit is our great advocate and comforter. Amen.
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