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      April 4, 2021 — Easter Day

     (The Lord) will swallow up death forever; and the Lord GOD will wipe away 
tears from all faces and the reproach of his people he will take away  

from all the earth,  for the LORD has spoken.  
- Isaiah 25:8 -

If you’ve ever had occasion to feel the sickness of shame and guilt, then 
you know what it means to truly need forgiveness. Forgiveness is something 
that all of humanity yearns for, even if we hear some say they don’t need 
it or don’t care about it. This does not seem plausible. We were created 
in God’s image, to be in relationship with him and with one another, and 
therefore the quality of those relationships is inherently important to all of 
us. No one likes it when someone is angry with them - it leaves us uneasy 
and it’s hard not to think about. 

The Good News of Easter is that Christ came to put an end to the separation 
we humans experience with God and with each other. Through sin we have 
all experienced death. Sometimes that death is the death of relationships, 
or even the death of some dream we have in mind. But death affects all of 
us. Into the life of the world came Jesus, the Savior, and through his life, 
death, and resurrection, God swallowed up death forever. Part of this has 
happened already and part of this eradication of death is yet to come. 

Through Jesus, God has taken away the reproach we deserve. We are 
sinners in need of grace, and yet through the waters of Holy Baptism we are 
made into new creations. This is all done through the power of Christ’s love 
for us, a love that was nailed to the cross of Calvary, buried in a borrowed 
tomb, and was made alive again three days later. Christ’s love frees us from 
the gloom of God’s judgment and allows all our tears to be wiped away and 
replaced by pure joy, hope, and new life. 

It seems that the only way we can truly comprehend this grace is to 
understand the depths of our sinfulness. If we think, “I’m not so bad; at 
least I’ve never murdered anyone or cheated on my taxes or my wife,” then 
we cannot understand the depths of our need for forgiveness. But when 
we are in touch with that need (like the publican in Luke 18:9-14), then as 
Christ offers us his grace we weep with tears of joy and not tears of guilt 
or sorrow. We recognize just what he has done for us, and it is incredible! 
Amen. 
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