
Sola Worship Resource — Weekly Devotional © 2020, Sola Publishing (www.solapublishing.com), written by 
Amy Little. Scripture taken from ESV Bible® (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright ©2001 by 
Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Listening for the Promise
Weekly Devotional

Sola Worship Resource — Weekly Devotional © 2020, Sola Publishing (www.solapublishing.com), written by 
Amy Little. Scripture taken from ESV Bible® (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright ©2001 by 
Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Listening for the Promise
Weekly Devotional

Reformation Sunday - October 25, 2020

“If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples,  
and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”  

- John 8:31–34 -

Can you imagine being in Wittenburg on October 31, 1517 when the 
Augustinian Friar, Martin Luther, nailed his 95 theses to the door of the 
Castle Church? I wonder if anyone was around to witness it or if he simply 
went to the community bulletin board (the church door) and tacked up his 
list of arguments and waited for a response? Unlike social media today, it 
probably took longer than what we are used to for him to get a reply!

The very first thesis set the tone for the other 94, “When our Lord and 
Master Jesus Christ said, ‘Repent’ (Matthew 4:17), he willed the entire life 
of believers to be one of repentance.” That’s what it was all about then, 
and what it’s still about today: repentance and forgiveness. Luther railed 
against the sale of indulgences which were phony pieces of paper that folks 
spent their hard earned money on, just so they could buy forgiveness for 
themself or for a loved one who was in purgatory. 

Luther addressed the concept of purgatory, too, in his list saying, “The 
penitential canons are imposed only on the living, and, according to the 
canons themselves, nothing should be imposed on the dying.” Roman 
Catholics, still today, pray for the souls of the dearly departed who are in 
purgatory, being purged of final imperfections. God will only accept the 
perfect, so the doctrine goes, and no one dies in perfection. No wonder so 
many who believe in purgatory are scared to die. 

There is nothing in all of Scripture that mentions such a place for 
purgation of the soul. This goes against what St. Paul wrote in Romans, 
“For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation 
to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. For in it 
the righteousness of God is revealed from faith for faith, as it is written, 
“The righteous shall live by faith.” (1:16-17) Those who believe in Christ are 
separated from him, not even in death (Romans 8:38-39).

Our Reformation Day celebration each year reminds us of the Truth of 
Christ. We are saved by grace, not by anything we do for ourselves. And it 
is through Christ Jesus our Lord that we are made right with God. Amen.

Reformation Sunday - October 25, 2020

“If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples,  
and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”  

- John 8:31–34 -

Can you imagine being in Wittenburg on October 31, 1517 when the 
Augustinian Friar, Martin Luther, nailed his 95 theses to the door of the 
Castle Church? I wonder if anyone was around to witness it or if he simply 
went to the community bulletin board (the church door) and tacked up his 
list of arguments and waited for a response? Unlike social media today, it 
probably took longer than what we are used to for him to get a reply!

The very first thesis set the tone for the other 94, “When our Lord and 
Master Jesus Christ said, ‘Repent’ (Matthew 4:17), he willed the entire life 
of believers to be one of repentance.” That’s what it was all about then, 
and what it’s still about today: repentance and forgiveness. Luther railed 
against the sale of indulgences which were phony pieces of paper that folks 
spent their hard earned money on, just so they could buy forgiveness for 
themself or for a loved one who was in purgatory. 

Luther addressed the concept of purgatory, too, in his list saying, “The 
penitential canons are imposed only on the living, and, according to the 
canons themselves, nothing should be imposed on the dying.” Roman 
Catholics, still today, pray for the souls of the dearly departed who are in 
purgatory, being purged of final imperfections. God will only accept the 
perfect, so the doctrine goes, and no one dies in perfection. No wonder so 
many who believe in purgatory are scared to die. 

There is nothing in all of Scripture that mentions such a place for 
purgation of the soul. This goes against what St. Paul wrote in Romans, 
“For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation 
to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. For in it 
the righteousness of God is revealed from faith for faith, as it is written, 
“The righteous shall live by faith.” (1:16-17) Those who believe in Christ are 
separated from him, not even in death (Romans 8:38-39).

Our Reformation Day celebration each year reminds us of the Truth of 
Christ. We are saved by grace, not by anything we do for ourselves. And it 
is through Christ Jesus our Lord that we are made right with God. Amen.


