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Christmas Day - December 25, 2020

Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by 
the prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he 

appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he created the world. He is 
the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature,  

and he upholds the universe by the word of his power. 
- Hebrews 1:1–3 -

When our children were younger, people would always try to figure 
out which one of us they looked like. Our son, everyone decided, looked 
like neither his mother nor father, but like his paternal grandfather. Our 
daughter, however, is the spitting image of me. People take one look at her 
and say, “She’s your mini-me.” Of course there are differences, we aren’t 
exactly alike! She is not the “exact imprint” of her mother. We have similar 
facial features, yes, but when it comes to the things we do, the things we 
are good at, we are very different. Still, it makes me happy to hear people 
say how much she looks like me. I take it as a compliment because I think 
she is beautiful!

When the author of Hebrews wrote that Jesus is the “exact imprint” of 
God he was talking about more than Jesus being the Father’s mini-me. This 
theological passage is less about looks (after all, we don’t know what the 
Father look likes anyway), than it is about character. Character is a Greek 
word that means “precise representation.” But Jesus is more than that 
even! He’s not a replica - he is God in the flesh. He is one with the Father 
and the Holy  Spirit! In the beginning he was with the Father and the Spirit 
as the creation came into being. 

My grandma, who had dementia, used to say that the dresses in her 
closet were not hers. They were “cheap imitations,” she would insist. Jesus 
is not some cheap imitation of the Father. He is the real deal, “Emmanuel” 
God with us. What we see in Jesus is exactly who God is, nothing more and 
nothing less. This is helpful for us, especially when we wish to speak to 
others about Christ. If we want to know who God is and what the nature of 
his character is, we need only look at Jesus. Jesus once told his disciples, “If 
you knew me, you would know my Father also.” (John 8:19)  

Jesus shows us the true nature of God because he is God. Amen.
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