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Listening for the Promise
Weekly Devotional

Pentecost 14 - September 6, 2020

At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying,  
“Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?”  

- Matthew 18:1 -

It sure seems like there are lot of people out there who think they’re 
really great. Just ask them and they’ll tell you so! Seems like if you’re truly 
great, you won’t have to tell anyone. They’ll see it when they look at you, 
when they observe how you live your life, so there’s no need to post on 
social media to try and convince people.  In Jesus’ opinion, it’s not the 
CEO’s of the world, or the top ten richest people, or even powerful elected 
officials. It’s the most humble who are great in God’s eyes. Maybe there’s 
something to learn there.

In typical paradoxical fashion, Jesus pulls a small child onto his lap for an 
object lesson. “See this child,” he says to his disciples, “this here is what 
greatness looks like.” The child hadn’t accomplished a thing. He hadn’t 
even finished his schooling yet. He simply believed in Jesus and was open 
to his teaching. Greatness is a matter of faith; it’s a simple, yet profound 
belief in the power and authority of Jesus, and that boy had it! 

We all know that faith is a gift we receive from the Holy Spirit. It’s not 
something we even ask for, it is simply given to us. However, it seems to 
be our human propensity to try and measure it, much as the disciples were 
trying to measure greatness. There are times, aren’t there, when we wish 
we could give it to others. For instance when someone is struggling with a 
fatal disease and questions the very existence or goodness of God. But faith 
is not ours to give. We can pray for the Holy Spirit to give faith, but it’s not 
in our power to bestow it on our loved ones or anyone else. If we had that 
power we would probably find a way to misuse it, anyway. Only the greatest 
to ever live has that power and he, when quizzed about who is truly great, 
points to a child as Exhibit A. 

This is quite humbling to us, and it should be. We strive to be great 
leaders, great church people, great neighbors, etc. But still it all boils 
down to simple faith, faith like a child. It’s not a contest anyway - it’s an 
invitation to walk with Jesus as he transforms the world one heart at a time. 
It’s okay not to be greatest! There’s always going to be someone better. If 
you want to see who that is, just look at the child sitting in front of you.
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