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      April 25, 2021 — Fourth Sunday Of Easter 

“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.” 
- John 10:11-

Psalm 23 is one of the appointed readings for today. This foretelling 
and poetic psalm is well known and it would be a rare instance where this 
psalm is not read out loud at a funeral. God cares for our every human need, 
physical, emotional, and spiritual. The Lord Jesus is our shepherd who 
leads, guides, comforts, and protects us. At the end of life, when we walk 
through the valley of the shadow of death, it is good to know that the Lord 
Jesus is our Shepherd.

In the reading from the Gospel of John, Jesus says that he knows his 
sheep and they know him. In one way or another, we have heard the voice 
of Jesus calling us to himself. It is not only that Jesus knows us and knows 
our name, but it is that we know Jesus and we know him as the one who 
gives his life for us. We know his voice, we have heard him speaking to 
us, guiding and leading us, and revealing his truth to us. He is the good 
shepherd who ensures the sheep are fed, protected, and comforted. This 
good shepherd does not run away when he sees the wolf coming. No, this 
shepherd is the one who stays and protects the sheep and loves them even 
unto death on a cross. Jesus is the good shepherd; he is our good shepherd. 
We don’t have to fear because we have a good shepherd, the best one of all, 
the shepherd of all shepherds, the one who loves us to death. We can be 
reassured in the words of Jesus as his words are trustworthy and true. We 
need not be afraid because we have a good shepherd.

Part of Christ’s goodness is not only that he is good to us, those of us 
in his fold, but he is also good to those outside of the fold. Christ not only 
gives his life for us, but for us all. Christ has not only come into our lives; 
he is coming into the lives of others. So let us love the good shepherd in 
the way he loves us. Let us love others in the way Christ loves. Christ says, 
“I am the good shepherd,” and when he says that, he says it to everyone. 
The good shepherd will not rest until everyone hears his voice and is safe 
in his fold.

Let us pray: Thank you, Lord, for sending us the Good Shepherd, Jesus, to 
watch over us and guide us in his wonderful ways. Amen.
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