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Twenty-Second Sunday after Pentecost – October 24, 2021

“…followed him on the way.” (Mark 10:52)

A man is in dire need. As Jesus passes by him the man calls out, “Son of 
David, have mercy on me!” He is blind and destitute. Jesus has mercy and 
heals him. Though there are miraculous healings in Mark, Jesus is not here 
primarily to give us happiness, or to solve our problems, or to meet our 
needs, wants, or desires.

Jesus tells the beggar, “Go!” That is, go your way, you have suffered long 
enough, go out and live a happy life. But the man literally disobeyed Jesus 
and “followed him on the way” (vs. 52) and became a disciple.

Perhaps it’s not the healing, but rather following Jesus that is the point. 
Maybe Jesus has come to help and heal us, but also to place a claim on us 
and call us. When Bartimaeus’ eyes were opened, possibly he saw Jesus as 
the one we are to follow. Sure, Jesus promises to sustain us, help us, heal 
us, and open our eyes, but mostly Jesus calls us to play a part in his mission 
for the world.

Jesus has tried to teach his disciples that he is not headed for glory and 
power. He is on his way to Jerusalem, where he will be betrayed, suffer, and 
then crucified on a cross. And Bartimaeus walks that way with him.

In your life, you have received many blessings and good things from 
Jesus. One of the best things you have received is discipleship. Jesus has 
called out to you like Bartimaeus called out to Jesus. Jesus has broken 
through to you and said, “Follow me.”

And you have followed. Your eyes have been opened and you “see,” you 
get the point. You are walking with Jesus. You have come to Jesus with your 
needs to be met, only to be met by Jesus’ claim upon you and his call to you, 
“Come, follow me, be my disciple.” And like Bartimaeus, you said, “Yes.”

Perhaps Jesus really does want to fix what’s wrong with us. But he may 
have a very strange idea of what’s wrong. Maybe he knows that above 
all our other needs, we need a life worth living, a life with meaning that 
contributes something in the world of service to our neighbor.

So Jesus puts in us a need for discipleship, a desire for our lives to count 
for something beyond our own lives. Jesus calls out to us, “Follow me.” 
Amen. 
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