
Sola Worship Resource — Weekly Devotional © 2020, Sola Publishing (www.solapublishing.com), written by 
Amy Little. Scripture taken from ESV Bible® (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright ©2001 by 
Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Listening for the Promise
Weekly Devotional

Sola Worship Resource — Weekly Devotional © 2020, Sola Publishing (www.solapublishing.com), written by 
Amy Little. Scripture taken from ESV Bible® (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright ©2001 by 
Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Listening for the Promise
Weekly Devotional

Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost - August 16, 2020 

Then Jesus answered her, “O woman, great is your faith! Be it done for you  
as you desire.” And her daughter was healed instantly.  

- Matthew 15:28-

There is something really powerful and inspiring about the stories where 
people encounter Jesus and are willing to take whatever is left over. Jesus 
told a story in Luke 15 where the young son who squandered his inheritance 
came slinking home, ready to eat what the pigs ate. He was willing to take 
what was left in order to be in the presence of his Father. Then there is the 
account of the woman who had a bleeding disorder for many years (Matthew 
9). She simply wanted to touch the hem of Jesus’ cloak as she knew that his 
power would bring her healing even when nothing else had worked over the 
years. She was willing to take the left overs. 

In our Gospel story for today we hear the familiar story of the Canaanite  
woman whose daughter was ill, possessed by a demon. During their 
conversation Jesus puts her off at first. But his resistance causes her to push 
harder. She needs him and will not give up. She loves her child and will do 
whatever is necessary to get the Lord to act. We can understand that, right? 

The disciples try to get Jesus to send the woman away, but he won’t. 
He says, “I was sent only to the lost house of Israel,” in other words, only 
to the Jews, of which you are not. She doesn’t care to whom he was sent, 
only that she has seen his power and she is in great need of him right now. 
She kneels down before him, putting herself in a position of humility, and 
states very clearly what she wants, “Help me, Lord.” 

The exchange continues as Jesus challenges her once again calling her a 
dog. She will accept that. She doesn’t care what he calls her, as long as he 
helps her, this is how desperate she is. Her daughter’s life depends upon 
her not giving up! But then she says something to Jesus that causes him 
to act, “Yes, Lord,” she said, “yet even the dogs get to eat the crumbs that 
fall from the master’s table.” She will take the scraps. She doesn’t need a 
banquet, only a crumb. Jesus’ challenge to her has brought her to the very 
faith required to received his blessing!  “Great is your faith,” he says, “your 
daughter has been healed.” God gives us the faith that he requires and we 
are willing to take the tiniest measure of him, because we know that’s all 
we really need. Amen. 
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