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The Passion According to St. Luke 

Luke 22:45-53 (ESV)-The First Candle is extinguished after the reading 

45 And when he rose from prayer, he came to the disciples and found them 

sleeping for sorrow, 46 and he said to them, “Why are you sleeping? Rise and pray 

that you may not enter into temptation.” 47 While he was still speaking, there 

came a crowd, and the man called Judas, one of the twelve, was leading them. He 

drew near to Jesus to kiss him, 48 but Jesus said to him, “Judas, would you betray 

the Son of Man with a kiss?” 49 And when those who were around him saw what 

would follow, they said, “Lord, shall we strike with the sword?” 50 And one of 

them struck the servant of the high priest and cut off his right ear. 51 But Jesus 

said, “No more of this!” And he touched his ear and healed him. 52 Then Jesus said 

to the chief priests and officers of the temple and elders, who had come out 

against him, “Have you come out as against a robber, with swords and clubs? 
53 When I was with you day after day in the temple, you did not lay hands on me. 

But this is your hour, and the power of darkness.” 

 

Hymn:  #109 “Go to Dark Gethsemane” vs. 1-2 

Go to dark Gethsemane, all who feel the tempter’s pow’r; 

Your Redeemer’s conflict see.  Watch with him one bitter hour; 

Turn not from his griefs away;  learn from Jesus Christ to pray. 

Follow to the judgment hall, view the Lord of life arraigned; 

Oh, the wormwood and the gall!  Oh, the pangs his soul sustained! 

Shun not suff’ring, shame or loss;  learn from him to bear the cross. 

 

Luke 22:54-62 (ESV) -The Second Candle is extinguished after the reading 

Peter Denies Jesus 

54 Then they seized him and led him away, bringing him into the high priest's 

house, and Peter was following at a distance. 55 And when they had kindled a fire 

in the middle of the courtyard and sat down together, Peter sat down among 

them. 56 Then a servant girl, seeing him as he sat in the light and looking closely at 
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him, said, “This man also was with him.” 57 But he denied it, saying, “Woman, I do 

not know him.” 58 And a little later someone else saw him and said, “You also are 

one of them.” But Peter said, “Man, I am not.” 59 And after an interval of about an 

hour still another insisted, saying, “Certainly this man also was with him, for he 

too is a Galilean.” 60 But Peter said, “Man, I do not know what you are talking 

about.” And immediately, while he was still speaking, the rooster crowed. 61 And 

the Lord turned and looked at Peter. And Peter remembered the saying of the 

Lord, how he had said to him, “Before the rooster crows today, you will deny me 

three times.” 62 And he went out and wept bitterly. 

Hymn:  #385 “What Wondrous Love is This” vs. 1-2 

What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul! 

What wondrous love is this, O my soul! 

What wondrous love is this 

that caused the Lord of bliss 

to bear the dreadful curse for my soul, for my soul, 

to bear the dreadful curse for my soul? 

When I was sinking down, sinking down, sinking down, 

when I was sinking down, sinking down, 

when I was sinking down beneath God’s righteous frown, 

Christ laid aside his crown for my soul, for my soul, 

Christ laid aside his crown for my soul. 

 

Luke 22:63-71 (ESV) -The Third Candle is extinguished after the reading 

Jesus Is Mocked 

63 Now the men who were holding Jesus in custody were mocking him as they 

beat him. 64 They also blindfolded him and kept asking him, “Prophesy! Who is it 

that struck you?” 65 And they said many other things against him, blaspheming 

him. 

Jesus Before the Council 

66 When day came, the assembly of the elders of the people gathered together, 

both chief priests and scribes. And they led him away to their council, and they 
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said, 67 “If you are the Christ, tell us.” But he said to them, “If I tell you, you will 

not believe, 68 and if I ask you, you will not answer. 69 But from now on the Son of 

Man shall be seated at the right hand of the power of God.” 70 So they all said, 

“Are you the Son of God, then?” And he said to them, “You say that I am.” 71 Then 

they said, “What further testimony do we need? We have heard it ourselves from 

his own lips.” 

 

Hymn:  #123 “Ah, Holy Jesus” vs. 1-2 

Ah, Holy Jesus, how hast thou offended that man to judge thee, have in hate 

pretended? 

By foes derided, by thine own rejected, O most afflicted. 

Who was the guilty? Who brought this upon thee? Alas my treason, Jesus, hath 

undone thee. 

‘Twas I, Lord Jesus, I it was denied thee; I crucified Thee. 

 

Luke 23:1-12 (ESV) -The Fourth Candle is extinguished after the reading 

Jesus Before Pilate 

23 Then the whole company of them arose and brought him before Pilate. 2 And 

they began to accuse him, saying, “We found this man misleading our nation and 

forbidding us to give tribute to Caesar, and saying that he himself is Christ, a 

king.” 3 And Pilate asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” And he answered 

him, “You have said so.” 4 Then Pilate said to the chief priests and the crowds, “I 

find no guilt in this man.” 5 But they were urgent, saying, “He stirs up the people, 

teaching throughout all Judea, from Galilee even to this place.” 

Jesus Before Herod 

6 When Pilate heard this, he asked whether the man was a Galilean. 7 And when 

he learned that he belonged to Herod's jurisdiction, he sent him over to Herod, 

who was himself in Jerusalem at that time. 8 When Herod saw Jesus, he was very 

glad, for he had long desired to see him, because he had heard about him, and he 

was hoping to see some sign done by him. 9 So he questioned him at some length, 
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but he made no answer. 10 The chief priests and the scribes stood by, vehemently 

accusing him. 11 And Herod with his soldiers treated him with contempt and 

mocked him. Then, arraying him in splendid clothing, he sent him back to Pilate. 
12 And Herod and Pilate became friends with each other that very day, for before 

this they had been at enmity with each other. 

 

Hymn:  #117 “O, Sacred Head, Now Wounded” vs. 1 

O sacred head, now wounded, with grief and shame weighed down, 

Now scornfully surrounded with thorns, thine only crown; 

O sacred head, what glory, what bliss till now was thine! 

Yet, though, despised and gory, I joy to call thee mine. 

 

Luke 23:13-21 (ESV) -The Fifth Candle is extinguished after the reading 

13 Pilate then called together the chief priests and the rulers and the people, 14 and 

said to them, “You brought me this man as one who was misleading the people. 

And after examining him before you, behold, I did not find this man guilty of any 

of your charges against him. 15 Neither did Herod, for he sent him back to us. 

Look, nothing deserving death has been done by him. 16 I will therefore punish 

and release him.” 

Pilate Delivers Jesus to Be Crucified 

18 But they all cried out together, “Away with this man, and release to us 

Barabbas”— 19 a man who had been thrown into prison for an insurrection started 

in the city and for murder. 20 Pilate addressed them once more, desiring to release 

Jesus, 21 but they kept shouting, “Crucify, crucify him!” 

 

Hymn: “Were You There” vs. 1-2 

Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 

Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 
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Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 

Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 

Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 

Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 

 

Luke 23:32-34 (ESV) -The Sixth Candle is extinguished after the reading 

32 Two others, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death with him. 
33 And when they came to the place that is called The Skull, there they crucified 

him, and the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. 34 And Jesus said, 

“Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.” And they cast lots to 

divide his garments. 

 

Hymn:  #117 “O, Sacred Head Now Wounded” vs. 2 and 4 

How art thou pale with anguish, with sore abuse and scorn; 

How does that visage languish which once was bright as morn! 

Thy grief and bitter Passion were all for sinners’ gain; 

Mine, mine was the transgression, but thine the deadly pain. 

Lord, be my consolation; Shield me when I must die; 

Remind me of thy Passion when my last hour draws nigh. 

These eyes, new faith receiving, from thee shall never move; 

For he who dies believing dies safely in thy love. 

 

Luke 23:35-43 (ESV) -The Seventh Candle is extinguished after the reading 

35 And the people stood by, watching, but the rulers scoffed at him, saying, “He 

saved others; let him save himself, if he is the Christ of God, his Chosen One!” 
36 The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine 37 and 

saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” 38 There was also an 

inscription over him, “This is the King of the Jews.” 

39 One of the criminals who were hanged railed at him, saying, “Are you not the 

Christ? Save yourself and us!” 40 But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not 
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fear God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? 41 And we 

indeed justly, for we are receiving the due reward of our deeds; but this man has 

done nothing wrong.” 42 And he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into 

your kingdom.” 43 And he said to him, “Truly, I say to you, today you will be with 

me in paradise.” 

 

Hymn:  #117 “O, Sacred Head Now Wounded” vs. 3 

What language shall I borrow to thank thee, dearest friend, 

For this thy dying sorrow, thy pity without end? 

Oh, make me thine forever, and should I fainting be, 

Lord, let me never, never outlive my love to thee. 

 

Luke 23:44-46 (ESV) -The Christ Candle is extinguished after the reading 

The Death of Jesus 

44 It was now about the sixth hour, and there was darkness over the whole land 

until the ninth hour, 45 while the sun's light failed. And the curtain of the temple 

was torn in two. 46 Then Jesus, calling out with a loud voice, said, “Father, into 

your hands I commit my spirit!” And having said this he breathed his last. 

 

Hymn: “Were You There” vs. 4-5 

Were you there when the sun refused to shine? 

Were you there when the sun refused to shine? 

Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 

Were you there when the sun refused to shine? 

Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 

Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 

Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 

Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 

  


