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Listening for the Promise
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Ninth Sunday after Pentecost - August 2, 2020 

“Come, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and he who has no money, 
come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price.” 

- Isaiah 55:1 -

At the orphan care project in Malawi, Africa, where I have spent many 
weeks over the course of several journeys, there is a miracle of a well off 
to the side of the primitive community hall. The small village where the 
kids come to eat and learn about Christ has a plot of land which is called 
“Kanyenyeva Orphan Care Ministry.” There are no signs to help one find 
it, yet every single person in the village knows exactly where it is and what 
goes on there. It is the site of a well that anyone can come to in order to fill 
up their buckets and pans. The water is clean and cold and refreshing. It’s 
also free and available for all who thirst. 

Before there was a well in Kanyenyeva, there was large muddy water hole 
with an opening that led down a steep hill right into murky, fly infested, 
stagnant water. The elephants drink from there when they come down from 
the hills. The dogs and other animals that wander by take a drink from this 
dirty water. They also do their “business” near or in the water. This used to 
be the only source of water for miles that was available to those who were 
not Muslims. The Muslims in the village have a nice well. It pumps clean, 
clear water, but if you are not a Muslim, you are not permitted to draw water 
from the well, no matter how parched you might be. I’m not sure how that 
is enforced but somehow it is.

About 10 years ago, money was raised to drill a well for everyone on the 
KOCM property. When the foreman and his crew brought all of the big, 
heavy equipment, they drilled and drilled to no avail. As the foreman was 
about to call it quits, the women of the village were nearby praying. They 
begged for him not to stop. They were so convincing that the foreman 
started his machinery up again with the caveat, “I have been doing this 
work for 25 years and I can tell you for certian: there is NO water here!” 
The women continued to pray, confident that God would provide this much 
needed spring of life. As the process commenced, it wasn’t long that water 
began to gush up to the surface! What a joyous day that was! God came 
through for his people again and everyone, no matter their religion or lack 
thereof, is invited to come and draw water from the well in Kanyenyeva!
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