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Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was 
righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit 

was upon him. And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he  
would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ.  

- Luke 2:25–27 -

Many people have taken the time to think about their “Bucket List,” 
that list of things we want to do before we die and meet our maker. Perhaps 
you have given that some thought already. Maybe your list contains all 
the places you’d like to travel, for example to Israel or Germany to see 
Wittenberg for yourself. Or perhaps you want to run a marathon someday 
or go white water rafting before you consider your life to be complete? It’s 
fun to think about what we would do if we had the time and resources. For 
Simeon, however, there was just one thing he wanted before he died: to see 
the arrival of the long awaited Messiah of Israel. 

For Simeon this was no pipe dream! He had the assurance of the Holy 
Spirit that he would not depart from earth until he looked into the very face 
of God. Imagine his delight (and the amazement of actually KNOWING) 
that the infant in Mary’s arms was the one! This baby was the Messiah of 
Israel! For Simeon this was not just a “day made” but a life made. After this 
encounter he was ready to die. He had seen the miracle of God’s salvation, 
in the flesh! He didn’t need to wait around any longer to see what would 
happen in the next 30 plus years. This was all he needed and what was 
promised to him. 

We are the beneficiaries of Simeon’s promised encounter too. Through 
Simeon and Anna’s faithful prayers and patient waiting, we have as a part of 
Holy Scripture the account of Jesus’ first days of life and how God provided 
witnesses to his nativity, circumcision, and consecration. This good news 
makes our day, our life, too! What a way to end one’s life on a high note! 

I, for one, am rather happy for the two elderly prophets, that they 
didn’t have to witness the last days of Jesus’ life, but got to be there at the 
beginning! But for those of us who know the rest of the story, we know that 
Jesus’ faithfulness outweighed even the faithful Simeon and Anna! 
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