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Listening for the Promise 

WEEKLY DEVOTIONAL 

Pentecost  — September 12, 2021 

“I believe, help my unbelief!” (Mark 9:24)  

 

When Jesus asked what the disciples and scribes were arguing about, the answer 
came from the father of a spirit-possessed child. “I asked your disciples to cast it out, 
and they were not able,” he says. Jesus responds in frustration at the “faithless 
generation.”  

We see unbelief in the father of the boy. He brought his child to the disciples with 
hope they could help, but they did not. Perhaps the father is thinking, “these disciples 
have met their match and could not do anything about this “kind” of spirit. 
If the disciples couldn’t cast out the spirit, then perhaps Jesus can’t either.” The father is 
struggling and cries out to Jesus, “If you can do anything, have compassion on us and 
help us.” Jesus repeats the father’s words, almost mockingly, “If you can!” The father is 
uncertain of Jesus’ power because of the disciples’ failure. Regardless of how much 
God’s people may fail, God never fails.  

Jesus is troubled by the persistent unbelief of the crowd, expressed by the simple 
words the boy’s father utters. After all the miracles Jesus has done, maybe there is a 
limit as to just how powerful Jesus is. Perhaps there is something that he cannot do. 
In verse 24 the father responds to Jesus by crying out, “I believe; help my unbelief.” 
This is a beautiful expression of faith, full of doubt and full of hope, and it should give 
those of us who want to follow Jesus much encouragement. It is an honest expression of 
the difficulty of faith. Perhaps you may have said the same thing and you are looking for 
“proof” that you have faith. Maybe, knowing you doubt at times, proves that you have 
faith. For who doubts what they don’t believe?  

As this story concludes we find Jesus in a private conversation with his disciples. 
They ask, “Why could we not cast the spirit out?” The unbelief of the disciples is 
exposed. The disciples had failed in the same way the father had.  

If this troubles you, take heart! Sometimes faith is not easy, even for the first 
disciples. But remember, God is pursuing you and wants to give you faith! Faith is not a 
human power but rather a divine power, the work of the Holy Spirit. God gives us faith 
through the Word, the Gospel, the sacraments, and the words of a preacher. Amen. 

 

Sola Worship Resource — Weekly Devotional © 2021, Sola Publishing (www.solapublishing.com), written 
by Scott Block. Scripture taken from ESV Bible® (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright 
©2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. 
All rights reserved. 
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Cross Lutheran Church & School   200 Ruppert St.   Pigeon, MI 48755 

Phone: 989-453-3330 / Fax: 989-453-3331 

Church Office Email: secretary@crosslutheranpigeon.org 

Pastor Glenn’s Email: pastorglenns@gmail.com 

North American Lutheran Church Website: www.thenalc.org 

 
THIS WEEK AT CROSS 
Mon. 9/13 Stewardship 5:30 pm 
  Handbells 6:30 - 8:00 pm 
Wed. 9/15 Chapel 8:05 am 
Thurs. 9/16 Jean Quilts 1-4 pm 
Sun. 9/19 Worship service with Holy Communion 9:30 am 

 

THOSE IN NEED OF EXTRA SPECIAL PRAYER 
Pam Sturm, Olga Renn, Don Arndt, Al Collison, Connie Eden, Eunice Richmond,  
Bill Hurdelbrink, Delores Johnson, Dustin Tice, Inez Buchholz, Noah Adams,  
Kyle Walker, Whitney Peyerk, Kayle Thepsourinthone, Kay Schuette, Roberta Danks,  
Posie Tuckey, Corey Messing, Marvin Trost, Allen Koehler, Mary Champion,  
Kevin Faupel, Ezra Sturm, Kim Edler, Deann Lewis, Hope Kittel, Marilyn Blunt, 
and Robert Krzeszewski 
 

THOSE IN THE COMFORT OF THEIR HOMES 
Dolores Elftman, Elaine Licht, and Martin Knost 
 

THOSE IN THE HONORABLE SERVICE OF OUR COUNTRY 
Nathan Schulz (U.S. Marines), Ryan Schulz (U.S. Marines), 
Nicholas Swanson (U. S. Air Force), and Michael Cox (U. S. Navy) 
 

CROSS BUILDING FUND - Contributions to the Building Fund are needed and 
appreciated as we are needing funds for our October payment. Our entire Church debt is 
down to $163,397 on all of our properties. So please consider a Building Fund 
contribution in September. Thank you in advance. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BIRTHDAYS     ANNIVERSARIES 
14 Jack Sturm   9/14 Bill & Muriel Hurdelbrink, 69 yrs. 
18 Allison Yackle 
 Norm Nelson 

Contributions for Sunday, 9/5 were: $5,703.00 

Budgeted need: $6,056.00 

Below Budget $  353.00 
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STUFF THE TRUCK 

“Our truck” is ready and waiting for your (any member/visitor’s) 

contributions of gift cards in any amount purchased from Walmart, Target, 

Lowe’s, or Home Depot. Cards from these national chains are the only ones 

that will be collected. By choosing nationwide retailers, the NALC Disaster 

Response Task Force can buy goods near to the area where national disasters 

occur. Your monetary contributions are also accepted. Envelopes are available 

for you to use for your cash/check donations. Please follow the directions on the 

envelope label. 

Please see the display on the table in the overflow/fellowship area and help 

support the NALC Disaster Response Task Force and the work that is done 

to help people who have been affected by national disasters. Please send or 

drop off your contribution to the church by September 30, 2021. 

Thank you for your support and please remember to pray for people who have 

been affected by national disasters and for those who come to their aid. 

This collection effort has been organized by the Quilters of Cross Lutheran 

Church of Pigeon, Michigan. The “Quilters” donate many quilts and other items 

to be distributed by the NALC Disaster Task Force. 
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About the NALC Disaster Response Fund 

The Disaster Response Fund provides resources for: 

 respond rapidly when domestic natural disasters occur 

 alleviate human suffering 

 provide transitional assistance 

 enable those affected to begin the rebuilding process 

The NALC’s Disaster Response Coordinator administers the use of the fund, 

working cooperatively with and through local NALC congregations and 

members, as well as other compatible disaster relief organizations such as LCMS 

Disaster Response. 

Donate online:  NALC Disaster Response - North American Lutheran Church 

(thenalc.org) 

or mail checks payable to: 

North American Lutheran Church 

PO Box 860565 

Minneapolis, MN 55486-0565 

(Write on the check memo line: “Disaster Response Fund”) 

Please note: This fund is for domestic disasters only. Gifts for international 

disaster relief may be directed to Lutheran World Relief, Water Mission, or the 

international relief organization of your choice. 

 
The NALC Disaster Response Task Force has recently or is currently responding 
to victims of wildfires in Idaho, flooding in Louisiana, North Carolina, and 
Tennessee, and tornadoes in New Jersey. 

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=VsJ8CwMj1aCrKwVp7Pm86vuG04wrsytIUmd-SBrfdko9j6DScw4e0rCt3D2SnE5vJt4zYznbiA8VFV-JY4q5GHy83cpWGgsclRx5WCm3w03-Li0LtnXWp1n50VibHtc4rJljxoE84IHuuxzjWWLVm_aHgPuU4h3W177JOLtW5co=
https://thenalc.org/nalc-disaster-response/
https://thenalc.org/nalc-disaster-response/
http://www.lwr.org/
http://www.watermission.org/

