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“…in order that the world might be saved through him.” (John 3:17)

It is a shame that the Gospel of John does not get its own year in the 
common lectionary. The passages are poetic, beautiful, and full of emotion. 
What John writes is meaningful and appropriate for today’s world.

Nicodemus is a religious leader. He knows scripture and is intelligent 
and devout. If anyone knows all about salvation, it’s him. Yet, he goes to 
Jesus with questions under cover of night because approaching Jesus in the 
daytime would be too risky. He sneaks around to find Jesus and he presents 
his spiritual predicament to him. “Rabbi,” he says, “we know that you are 
a teacher come from God.” A statement, rather than a question, begins the 
dialogue with Jesus who says, “You must be born again.” Nicodemus takes 
all of what Jesus says literally. “How can than these things be?” We too 
wonder “how” all these things can be.

Jesus ends the conversation with Nicodemus with that very famous 
memory verse, John 3:16: “For God so loved the world that he gave his only 
Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.” 
Many times, that verse has an unintended consequence and it can seem to 
imply that we can simply be saved by forcing ourselves to believe in Jesus 
Christ. Salvation does not come from what you do or think. It’s a result of 
what God has done to us and for us. Salvation comes from Christ and from 
him alone.

Nicodemus encounters Jesus while trying to find his own path toward 
salvation. He discovers that salvation is not something to be grasped or 
earned but something that is given to us freely by God. Our understanding 
of hope, love, and salvation begins and ends with Christ.

Like Nicodemus, we discover that our salvation is not rooted in ourselves. 
Our salvation is found in the light that dares darkness to stand before it. 
Our salvation is found in the person of Jesus Christ, who came to earth to 
tell us God so loved the world (and us!) that nothing would separate us from 
his love. Salvation isn’t obtained because we mustered up a little mental 
ability. Instead, salvation is ours because God so loved the world that God 
came to our rescue. And because of that love, nothing can ever be the same 
again. That is our salvation and our greatest hope. Amen.
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