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Listening for the Promise
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      April 2, 2021 - Good Friday

“Like a lamb that is led to the slaughter…”  - Isaiah 53:7 

God died today. Does it bother you?  We killed God, and he let us do it, so 
that you and I might be spared from sin’s awful consequences. He let us do 
it, so that we might be found in him, instead of lost to the devil. He let us do 
it, so that we might be forever redeemed instead of eternally damned. We 
killed him, and it couldn’t happen any other way.

“Go!” “Suffer!” “Die!”—these are the words we must hear today. 
Because if he doesn’t go, suffer, and die, he can’t rise, and if he doesn’t rise, 
you and I are still dead in trespasses and sins. This is what he was born to 
do. This is why the Word took on flesh. This is why the Father must forsake 
the Son, and in so doing, forsake himself. He has become our sin. 

Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world. This is His 
Friday. When God created the universe, he called the sixth day “very good.” 
On that sixth day when God created humans in his image, was he already 
anticipating the restoration of that image in the death of Christ?

Behold the Passover Lamb – without spot or blemish – his blood smeared 
on the wood of Calvary. For where the blood is, Death passes over. Behold 
the Lamb! Jesus died at the same hour when all Passover lambs in Jerusalem 
were being slaughtered. As their cries rang out from the temple, the cry 
of God’s Lamb rang out from the cross – “Father, forgive them, for they 
do not know what they are doing.” A spear marks the exclamation point 
where blood and water flowed from his body. Water and blood. Baptism and 
Supper. For you. 

He was made our sin, who knew no sin. He became the thief, the 
murderer, the adulterer, blasphemer, the slanderer. And in him, you 
became the righteousness of God. It’s been called “the sweet swap,” “the 
happy exchange”! Jesus gets what we deserve, and we get what he deserves.

We preach Christ crucified, because if he is not crucified, then you’re not 
baptized into his death, and there is no value in receiving his body and blood 
on Easter. But he was crucified, and you are baptized, and you will receive 
the very means of your salvation come Sunday morning. The disciples ran 
and hid. Don’t do that. Watch. See how ugly your sin is. And be bothered. 
See how beautiful your Savior’s love is. And be amazed. Amen. 
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