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Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost – October 3, 2021

“So they are no longer two but one flesh.” (Mark 10:8)

This passage can cause people to become nervous, squeamish, and 
sometimes defensive. Maybe that’s why Jesus’ critics chose this topic and 
“tested” (vs. 2) him with a question about divorce and remarriage. They 
wanted to make him squirm, and to embarrass and discredit him. What 
better way to do that than to get into a debate about divorce? Jesus does 
not wrestle with them but rather refocuses on God’s intentions in creating 
marriage in the first place.

Let’s attempt to think theologically about marriage instead of focusing 
primarily upon the “rules” of divorce and remarriage. Today, some tend to 
think of marriage as a means of fulfilling our personal desires, of getting 
more out of marriage than giving. Jesus speaks of marriage as revealing 
something about God and his intentions for us. Divorce is a serious matter 
that causes great pain and anguish. If marriage is what God intends, then 
we can see why divorce causes such pain, even when divorce seems to be 
the best option. And because of Jesus’ concern for children, we can see why 
caring about children caught up in divorce should be a major concern.

Another major concern is care for the victimized, the hurting, and 
the vulnerable. It’s not so much about judging those caught up in the 
difficulties of divorce or letting people off the moral hook too easily. Jesus 
responds to their question not by talking about divorce and remarriage, but 
by talking about marriage. He doesn’t say much on the grounds for divorce 
or remarriage (one sentence), but speaks more of God’s purposes for 
marriage (five sentences). God’s intention from the beginning was a love 
relationship with humanity, and humanity in a love relationship with one 
another. In Genesis, God, the man, and the woman easily had conversation 
with one another and were in relationship. The man and the woman were 
created by God to be together and to be in union as one flesh. But things 
didn’t work out as God originally intended as the woman and the man 
mutually disobeyed God and were cast out of the garden.

That disorder is not what God intended for us. And that’s what Jesus 
says in his response to the critics. Jesus speaks about marriage, about God, 
about the God’s intent in thinking up the male, the female, and marriage in 
the first place. Amen.
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