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Baptism of our Lord - January 10, 2021

“And a voice came from heaven ‘You are my Son, the Beloved;  
with you I am well pleased.’” - Mark 1:11 

Beloved

Have you ever wondered WHY Jesus would need to be baptized? I mean, 
after all, he WAS Jesus. He had no sins to be forgiven, and he certainly 
didn’t need the promise of eternal life. He already had that, right? 

When Jesus was baptized, he came to identify with the sins of the people, 
even though he himself was free from sin (2 Corinthians 5:10). As soon as 
he does this, he was proclaimed as God’s beloved. He hadn’t taken on the 
role of Messiah yet, and I wonder if before he could do this, God had to 
give him his name. Not healer, or prophet, or even Messiah, but the name 
BELOVED. This is how God sees him, he is God’s beloved. He was given 
a name, not according to what he had already done, but according to his 
relationship with his Father in heaven. And before anyone had a chance 
to question or challenge his identity, the Holy Spirit drives him into the 
wilderness for the test of a lifetime. 

The test which Jesus would have to endure was a test that would challenge 
his very identity. The truth of who you and I are is always measured by our 
ability to cling to our identity in Christ, especially in moments of temptation. 
This identity is pronounced at our baptism and sealed irrevocably by the 
Holy Spirit. You see, in baptism, we are a new creation. We are BELOVED. 
Just as Jesus was God’s beloved, so too are we! We are changed forever in 
the waters of Holy Baptism. The waters that Jesus waded into first, even 
though he was sinless, is the water that washes and claims us in the name 
of and by the power of the Triune God. 

So, if you ever wonder how  Jesus got through forty days of intense 
testing in the wilderness, just remember:  He was God’s beloved. For us 
it is the same. At our baptism, we are called God’s beloved – Child of God. 
This is the beginning of our life in Christ and we are named Beloved, lest we 
forget who we are and whose we are. Amen.
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