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Listening for the Promise
Weekly Devotional

      Fifth Sunday after Pentecost – June 27, 2021

“Do not fear, only believe.” (Mark 5:36)

Two very different people in distress seek help from Jesus. One is an 
official, Jairus, and the other is a woman with no name. However, they 
share a mutual characteristic in that they both have faith and believe Jesus 
could be the answer to their problems.

The woman is fearful, thinking Jesus will rebuke her. But he doesn’t. 
Instead, he says, “Daughter, your faith has made you well.” Jesus doesn’t 
say, “Because you have worked up great faith in me, I’ve decided to heal 
you.” Rather he says, “Your faith in me is honored by me.” She has a 
relationship with Jesus so whether healed or not, she still trusts Jesus.

Jairus asks Jesus for help. But because Jesus was delayed by healing the 
woman, Jairus’ daughter dies. The crowd mocks Jairus with “Your daughter 
is dead. Why trouble the teacher any further?” But when Jesus comes 
around, we have to say it ain’t over til it’s over! The daughter is brought 
back to life. With this miracle, Jesus is basically saying to Jairus, “Don’t be 
afraid, keep on believing, keep on trusting.”

Perhaps these stories are mirrors. Some of us trust and are faithful in 
such a way that when we find ourselves in a desperate situation, like Jairus, 
we come down off our high horse and ask for help. Others of us are like 
the woman who is desperate and totally dependent on Jesus to make a way 
when there is no way. Still others may be like the mocking crowd. All this 
faith-healing and Jesus-pleading stuff may seem a bit “goofy.” We are 
sophisticated, scientific, critical-thinking people. We see some wild faith-
healer on TV and we scoff and mock.

The good news is sometimes faith comes about in desperation. We hit 
bottom, or life spins out of control, or we get such bad news there is nothing 
we can do about it. So we call out to Jesus and are surprised to learn we’ve 
been given more faith than we thought we had. He turns to us, blesses 
us, gives us what we need, not as a payoff from our faith but rather as a 
mysterious, incomprehensible outpouring of his love and grace for us.

It’s when we’re desperate and all we’ve got left is trust, we trust that 
Jesus is not only God, but also God for us. Desperate? Jesus is the one in 
whom you can have faith. Amen.
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