
Sola Worship Resource — Weekly Devotional © 2021, Sola Publishing (www.solapublishing.com), written by 
Scott Block. Scripture taken from ESV Bible® (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright ©2001 by 
Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Listening for the Promise
Weekly Devotional

Sola Worship Resource — Weekly Devotional © 2021, Sola Publishing (www.solapublishing.com), written by 
Scott Block. Scripture taken from ESV Bible® (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright ©2001 by 
Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Listening for the Promise
Weekly Devotional

      Ninth Sunday after Pentecost – July 25, 2021

“…for all they saw him and were terrified.” (Mark 6:50)

The story of Jesus walking on the water is not only about a miracle, but 
also about human beings. It is about ordinary people, amateurs who are 
called out by Jesus himself. The disciples find their little lives caught up in 
miracles of seeing five thousand people fed with five loaves of bread and 
two fish and then only a little while later, witnessing the same miracle 
worker walking on a very windy sea.

This passage reminds us that we are all amateurs at life and in the ways 
of following Jesus. We are terrified (vs. 50), utterly astounded, have little 
understanding, and have hardened hearts (vs. 51). When it comes to being 
a disciple, to following Jesus, there is no training other than what he says 
to us, “Take heart; it is I. Do not be afraid” (vs. 50). The main thing that 
authorizes and grants us power is Jesus’ call to, “Follow me.” Your talents, 
no matter how great, are not what makes you a disciple. It is the call of 
Jesus to you that makes you a disciple.

Furthermore, none of us yet have successfully acquired the skills or 
knowledge to be anything other than an amateur when it comes to following 
Jesus. We constantly get it wrong and we seem to always be “making 
headway painfully” (vs. 48). Sure, we have good intentions, but many 
times we find out that our intentions are not as “good” as we had thought. 
Perhaps that is one reason why on most Sundays we begin worship with 
confession of sin followed by absolution (forgiveness).

The Gospels frequently portray Jesus’ first twelve disciples as a bunch 
of people who lack understanding and appear incompetent. There is not 
one single disciple of whom it can be said, “He really gets it.” Even Simon 
Peter, the “rock”, the one upon whom Christ built the church, is constantly 
getting it wrong, all the way to the end when he betrays Jesus by denying 
he even knows him.

This is a mystery at the heart of the gospel. This is the strange way 
God works in us and through us. Jesus offers salvation, redemption, and 
forgiveness in the kingdom of God to a bunch of amateurs, people like us. 
And yet, here we are, amateurs stumbling along behind Jesus. He would 
have it no other way because of his great love for us. Amen.
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