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From the Pastor’s desk at Cross Lutheran Church-NALC, 

“Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all 

circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus 

for you. (1 Thessalonians 5:16-18) 

Paul offers good words of encouragement for our daily lives 

by telling us to rejoice always, pray without ceasing, and 

give thanks in all circumstances. Just imagine if we all 

would plan our summer schedules with these suggestions, 

everyone would be wearing smiles on their faces. Our anxieties would not threaten 

to overwhelm us. Our focus would be outward, serving others, not inward, which 

always begs the question, “What’s in it for me?” 

After what has seemed like a winter that would never end, we finally have 

received nice weather. Many have already had multiple opportunities to be outside 

and enjoy the sunshine. But for some, it simply begins another annual quest to seek 

to enjoy the perfect summer, a summer that hopes to be the most enjoyable and 

memorable summer ever.  

As human beings who are never completely satisfied for very long, we 

continue to look for seemingly elusive opportunities to be content and at peace. 

Maybe that summer of all summers may be this particular summer. But doesn’t 

this annual pursuit of a perfect summer always add more stress to our already 

stressful lives? We tend to add more and empty less. 

Planning the perfect summer is similar to planning the perfect 

Thanksgiving meal, or the most wonderful Christmas celebration, or most joyous 

Easter gathering. With all of our hopes for the best of the best, there is always that 

one little missing detail that could have made the time together just a little better. 

Well, maybe next year… 

As the quest for summer happiness continues, we need to be reminded that 

each new day whether it is sunny, or rainy, or even…snowing… it is just that, a 

new day, a gift, an opportunity. Each day is a new beginning to rejoice, to pray, to 

be thankful. We try to reach for a better tomorrow in hopes that we will be more 

satisfied than today, but Paul reminds us that if we always rejoice, always pray, 

and always give thanks that whatever comes our way, the Lord is at hand. He is 

taking care of the greater plan, the best of the best.  

“This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in 

it.” (Psalm 118:24) The days of summer come to us one day at a time to be enjoyed one 

(Continued on page 2) 



2 

Preparing for Worship 

June 6—Second Sunday after Pentecost 

1R – Genesis 3:8-15, P – Psalm 130, 2R –2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1, G – Mark 3:20-35 

June 13—Third Sunday after Pentecost 

1R—Ezekiel 17:22-24, P – Psalm 1, 2R – 2 Corinthians 5:1-10 (11-17), G – Mark 4:26-34 

June 20 - Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 

1R - Job 38:1-11, P - Psalm 124, 2R - 2 Corinthians 6:1-13, G - Mark 4:35-41 

June 27 - Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 

1R  - Lamentations 3:22-33, P – Psalm 30, 2R – 2 Corinthians 8:109, 13-15, G – Mark 5:21-43 

July 4 - Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 

1R - Ezekiel 2:1-5, P - Psalm 123, 2R - 2 Corinthians 12:1-10, G - Mark 6:1-13 

July 11 - Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 

1R - Amis 7:7-15, P - Psalm 85:(1-7)8-13, 2R - Ephesians 1:3-14, G - Mark 6:14-29 

July 18 - Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 

1R - Jeremiah 23:1-6, P - Psalm 23, 2R - Ephesians 2:11-22, G - Mark 6:30-44 

July 25 - Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 

1R - Genesis 9:8-17, P - Psalm 136:1-9, 2R - Ephesians 3:14-21, G - Mark 6:45-56 

Remember Those at Home... 

Delores Elftman, Elaine Licht, Martin Knost, Eunice 

Richmond. 

 

Those in Need of Extra Special Prayer...  

Martin Hyzer, Dustin Tice, Inez Buchholz,  

Florence Iddings, Janis Elftman,  Noah Adams,  

Kyle Walker, Whitney Peyerk, Kay Schuette,   

Kayle Thepsourinthone, Roberta Danks,  

Posie Tuckey, Clark Eidt, Corey Messing,  

Marvin Trost, Allen Koehler, Mary Champion,  

Kevin Faupel, Ezra Sturm, Kim Edler, Deann Lewis, 

Hope Kittel, Marilyn Blunt, Margaret McBride and 

Robert Krzeszewski 

 

Those in Honorable Service Our Country... 

Nathan Schulz and Ryan Schulz, U.S. Marines, sons 

of Lonnie Schulz & grandsons of Bonnie Schulz. 

Nicholas Swanson, U.S. Air Force, son of Randy & 

Suzie Swanson & grandson of Nancy Schuette. 

Michael Cox, U.S. Navy, son of Kim Sears. 

day at a time. As you begin your plans for this summer in hopes of it being the summer of all summers, 

remember that Jesus Christ has much more planned for you. Keep Christ in your summer and He will bring 

you the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding each and every new summer day. 

“Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice. Let your reasonableness be known to 

everyone. The Lord is at hand; do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and 

supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which 

surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.”  (Philippians 4:4-7) 

In Christ, Pastor Glenn 

 

(Continued from page 1) 
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David Faupel, Principal/6-8 grades 

Gwynne Barry, 3-5 grades 

Carrie Ward, 1-2 grades 

Karn Brown, DK-K 

Susan Hass, Title 1 Tutor 

Sarah Brooks - Childcare Director 

Beth Elston, Preschool 

Sarah McIntosh - Preschool Asst. 

Loydene Gabrielson - PM Lead 

Mackenzie Roestel - Infant Lead 

Dezera Breismiester - Infant 

Becky Cameron - Wobbler Lead 

Abby Talaski - Toddler Lead 

Veronica Steinhorst - Toddler 

Kaylin Ewald - Infant/Wobbler 

Madison Chambers - Wobbler/Toddler 

Alli Buda - PS & Latchkey 

Chase Howard - Toddler/PS 

Chentel Hill - Preschool 

From the Desk of Gwynne Barry… 

“Be joyful always, pray at all 

times, be thankful in all 

circumstances.  This is what 

God wants from you in your life 

in union with Christ Jesus.”   

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 

How often we reflected on these 

words during this school year!   

We have given thanks each day for being in session.   

God is good. 

This year our students in DK-7 have followed the 

SEED religion lessons from SOLA Publishing. The full 

SEED curriculum features a full four-year cycle of 

lessons providing a complete Bible overview from 

Genesis to Revelation in each school year.  

Each classroom studied the same story each week and 

our class presented a drama about the Bible story during 

our “Opening” time on Fridays. We’ve had some fun with 

that!  Our 3rd-5th grade students really improved as the 

year progressed in presenting the dramas. It is 

wonderful to see their growth in His Word. 

Each morning, the staff has gathered in the hallway 

to pray for our students and families in our Childcare 

Center and School.  We have certainly gathered on many 

other occasions to pray together.  It is wonderful to be 

unified in Christ Jesus.  

As I reflect on our year, I think about our school 

theme, “Choose Joy”.  We are told to be joyful always and 

in fact, we are able to do so in our Lord Jesus Christ.  

There have been many times when as a staff we have 

reminded each other to “choose joy” and as teachers we 

have reminded our students to “choose joy”.  There is 

peace in the joy of Jesus.  It is wonderful to be 

surrounded by that joy and peace. 

I remind each of you to choose joy in the days to come.  

Be mindful of 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18. 

Happy summer! 

In His love, Gwynne Barry 

June Calendar 

6/6      Picnic/Field Day 

6/11    Last day of school. 1/2 day 

2021/22 School Enrollment 
Forms for DK-8 grades are availa-

ble in the office or online at                     

crosslutheranschool.org 
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These gifts were received to 

the glory of God in memory or 

honor of the following people: 

In memory of Marilyn Baur, for 

Cross Building Fund: 

Don & Nancy Heck 

 

In memory of Emma Maust, for 

Cross Lutheran School: 

Tom & Bernice Shupe 

 

~~~~~~~ 

 

 

 

Women’s Bible Study will be June 
9th at 1:30 in the family room at 

Cross Lutheran Church. 
 

We will continue The Letters of 
Paul Study in 1 Corinthians.   

 
Please watch the bulletins during 
July for more study information.   

 
Our invitation goes out to all 

women that would like to join us 
at any time. Study materials are 

available by contacting  
Leanne Smith. 

Worship and Music  

Minutes of May 4, 2021 Meeting 

Members present: Pat Azarovitz, Mike Sting, Beth Elston, 
Pastor Glenn, Karen Schuette 

Meeting called to order by acting chair Karen Schuette 

Pastor Glenn opened with a devotion and prayer from Acts 
10:4. 

Pat Azarovitz moved to accept the minutes of the April 
meeting. Mike Sting seconded. Motion carried. 

Pastor Glenn invited other members to volunteer to give the 
devotion and prayer at the opening of meetings. Mike 
volunteered for June. 

*We will have a baptism on Sunday, June 6 – infant - Livia 
Lydia LePage. 

*LuAnne has been preparing the Worship bulletins for 
Sundays. More people could be involved to help. 

*Discussed the need for more people to do the video and 
sound during worship. 

*Discussed the opening and closing of the church building on 
Sundays and who should be responsible.  

*Mike reported that he and Beth had met with the Allen Co. 
from Detroit concerning work needed on the organ. A “tech” 
from the company gave an inspection of the organ. A 
proposal will be coming from them. 

*Mike reported that a comment was made to “neaten” the 
choir loft. Music resources are stored there and we will 
consider options of storage. 

*Beth reported that she spent $75.00 on hand bell resources 
for smaller ringing groups. 

*Beth has be selecting Communion hymns. Pastor Glenn 
selects the main hymns. The new service building program 
has a good list of hymns to use. 

*Continued our ongoing discussion of how we worship during 
Covid. We believe it is going well for us. 

*Pat moved to adjourn the meeting. Mike seconded it. Motion 
carried. 

Adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer. 

 Next Meeting – Tuesday, June 1, 2021 at 3pm at Cross 
Church. 

 

Respectfully submitted by Karen Schuette 
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MISSION OUTREACH MINISTRY 

The May 13th meeting was called to order by 
Lorraine LePage.  Those in attendance were 
Lorraine LePage, Kay Schuette, Tonja Nelson, 
Connie Eden and Krisie Fritz.  A Prayer was given 
by Lorraine LePage. 
The Minutes of the April 16, 2021 meeting were 
handed out, read and approved. 
No treasurer’s report was given at this time. 
There was no correspondence, so we moved on to 
discuss the garage sale.  We will be setting up 
tables on Friday, June 11, 2021 at 4:00 pm and will 
need extra help to get the tables set up.  People 
who have things to donate can drop their items off 
on Saturday, June 12 from 9am to 1pm; Sunday, 
June 13 from 9am to 1pm; Monday, June 14 from 
9am to 7pm; or Tuesday, June 15 from 9am to 
5pm.  Wednesday, June 16 will be organize and 
price marking day.  The doors for the sale will open 
on Thursday, June 17 from 9am to 5pm, and will be 
full price.  Friday, June 18 from 9am to 5 pm will be 
half price day and Saturday, June 19 from 9am to 
noon will be free day.  We will clean whatever is left 
out of the gym and take it to the thrift store in Bad 
Axe.   We could use extra help on all these days.  If 
anyone can commit to an hour or more to help it 
would be greatly appreciated. 
The garage sale signs will be redone to include 
Saturday.  Krisie will take them to the print shop 
and get this taken care of. 
Because of less room this year, a small tent to set 
up is being considered.  Lorraine will check into 
this. 
The baby pantry will be contacted to see if they 
want any items from the garage sale that haven’t 
sold.  They can come in Friday night to pick out 
what they want before Saturday, the free day.  
Krisie will contact someone in charge of the pantry. 
Vacation Bible School was discussed and more 
thought on how we could have it and keep 
everyone safe with Covid still being around will be 
talked about at our next meeting. 
The group wants to continue with giving new 
members a Welcome bag.  Tonja will check with 
pastor to find out who has become a new member 
of the church since the last installation. 
The next meeting will be Tuesday, June 1, 2021 at 
6:30 pm. 
With no further business, the meeting was 
adjourned with The Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Tonja Nelson 

Property Committee Monthly  

By the time you read this, Pastor’s office should be 
complete or nearly so.  The committee has been 
hard at work to finish this office as well as the 
adjacent conference room.  It will be good for us to 
have Pastor back in church with a dedicated 
workspace.  The conference room will be useful for 
Pastor’s business, small classes, vestment storage 
and other small meetings as Pastor’s schedule 
permits. 

The overgrown shrubbery has been removed from 
outside the rooms adjacent to the nave.  This has 
provided better security for our church building by 
improving visibility.  The improved light coming into 
the rooms and offices has also been welcome.  The 
air conditioning condensers are also breathing a bit 
easier with the improved air circulation.  It may look a 
bit bare for a time but rest assured that efforts are 
underway to create an attractive, open configuration. 

Landscaping has become a challenge since Mike 
and Connie Eden have resigned from implementing 
the exterior beautification of the church grounds.  It is 
with understanding, but regret, that we acknowledge 
their wishes and thank them for their years of 
service.  Their work, contributions and delightful 
plantings have provided a lovely setting around the 
church. In order to continue their legacy, we are 
looking for someone who is willing to take on the 
coordination of the landscaping.  Please contact 
anyone on the property committee to express 
interest.  We will provide all the support you need to 
get started. 

Mr. Faupel has generated a grant from the school to 
fund replacement of the rooftop air handler on the 
gym. This will be scheduled in the summer to be 
consistent with the grant provisions.  It has also been 
approved to refurbish flooring in the school 
bathrooms, kitchen and hallways.  This will happen 
at the end of July during the gym repair when the 
school and daycare are shutdown. 

Storage and space usage are always a concern, and 
we try to do the best we can to accommodate all who 
are working to serve the church.  As some of our 
major projects are completed, we will turn our 
attention to making space more efficient for church 
committees.   

As always, we serve at the pleasure of the 
congregation. 

Yours in Christ, Mike Sting, Property Chair 
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FISH FRY NEWS! 

Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to 
serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various 
forms.  If anyone speaks, they should do so as one who 
speaks the very words of God. If anyone serves, they should 
do so with the strength God provides, so that in all things 
God may be praised through Jesus Christ. To him be the glo-
ry and the power for ever and ever.  Peter 4:10-11 

     God blessed us with a beautiful day, for Cross Lutheran first 
“Drive Thru Only” Fish Fry! With the support of many wonderful 
people we served 586 meals. We had over 90 volunteers who 
did a multitude of jobs! 

Special thanks to Kevin Sturm for suppling the fryers, and 
equipment needed for fish and potatoes. Thanks for purchasing 
items and prepping the fish and the many behind the scene 
jobs that you accomplished! 

Thanks to Pam Sturm who organized the cold station, made 
tons of phone calls for desserts and workers and the people 
who said “YES”!!  

Dave and Janis Elfman-you are always there for US! Thanks 
for foiling all the potatoes and all the behind the scene things 
you do! 

Sheila Yackle you are the best at heading up the desserts! 
Gwynne - beans are delicious! 

There was a crew of dedicated ladies who prepared rolls for 
the freezer, taught by Karen Peterson, to form dough, mixed by 
Marcine Moore. Thanks for your skills! 

We can’t forget the bakers Karen Anklam and Connie Herford 
who also managed the tent for paying, tallying, and counting 
the money.  

Also to traffic control director Dick Koehler and crew George 
Gardy, Neil Herford and Pr. Glenn. Matt Zimmerman, John 
House, and John Barry who worked with logistics and setting 
up. Karen Kunisch for advertising and directing dropped off 
items to correct places. LuAnne Sokolowski for making signs 
and Kyle Yackle for organizing and delivering the Axis order! 

Our Cross School and Daycare Staff we thank for always being 
flexible and diligently helping with any details we may need! 
Thank you for being that light of Christ! 

This event is supported by faithful congregation members and 
community including Thrivent Financial, Bay Port State Bank, 
Wallace Stone Quarry, Huron Gas, Thumb Bank & Trust, 
Scheurer Hospital, Krzeszewski & Sons Masonry, Walsh Pack-
ing, Zimmerman Electric, Mike & Lorraine LePage, Caseville 
Family Market, Shoreline Snowplowing, and CD Sandblasting. 

Thank you to all the many generous volunteers and anony-
mous donors who have contributed to this event, because of 
your support a total of $6,608.83 will be going to the special 
funds account. 

What a delight to see God’s hands and feet working through 
the service of His people! 

THANK YOU AGAIN TO ALL WHO DID ANYTHING, IN ANY 
WAY, TO MAKE THIS EVENT A SUCCESS!!!!! 

Joy in the Journey, Leanne Smith 
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