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From the Pastor’s desk at Cross Lutheran Church-NALC, 

 Early one evening, many years ago, as I 
sat content and relaxed in my living room 
recliner, heavy machinery began removing 
the roadway surface outside our home 
causing the earth to shake. As the sounds and 
vibrations varied in intensity, I began to think 
of the shear amount of physical force and 

power needed to shake my recliner from such a distance. Granted this activity 
didn’t last very long, but there were times when I wondered if they were working 
in the next room; soon to break through the wall. For the next few nights, we 
experienced a similar practice. In the quietness of the evening, the earth moving 
machines would suddenly shake the ground. Then after listening to powerful 
machinery and feeling the house shake for a few minutes, peace would once again 
return to the neighborhood. 

The road construction crew had been working on the street for many weeks, 
but their initial work began several blocks away. The street had been dug up, and 
nearby sat amazingly large boulders that had been excavated. In one lawn, I saw a 
rock was larger than a small car! I saw front yards in disarray and the sod 
overturned. I saw that that my neighbor’s water supply had been disconnected for 
many hours and now the temporary water supply lines lay exposed in their front 
yards. I saw that their driveways had been torn up and they had to park their 
vehicles on the next block each evening. The loud sounds and the ground shaking 
must have been going on for quite a while, but it didn’t affect our area. That 
activity was blocks away and hardly noticeable.  

Now all of those things that had happened to my neighbors down the street 
were happening on our block! When road work moved within a stone’s throw 
away from our home, it suddenly became very noticeable; it became personal. 
Earlier, I lightly took notice of how it was for my neighbors down the street, but 
now I realize in my seeing, how much I really failed to see. I realize that this was 
a perfect opportunity to have my recliner “shaken.” 

Maybe when we see from afar our neighbor enduring inconveniences or 
hardships, we see it and know that it is happening, but we can easily turn away, 
only seeing what is happening on the surface. From a distance, we don’t hear the 

 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Aug. 2—9th Sunday after Pentecost 
1R – Isaiah 55:1-5, P – Psalm 136:1-9 (23-26), 2R – Romans 9:1-5 (6-13), G – Matthew 14:13-21 
Aug. 9—10th Sunday after Pentecost 
1R – Job 38:4-18, P – Psalm 18:1-6 (7-16), 2R –Romans 10:5-17, G – Matthew 14:22-33 

Aug. 16—11th Sunday after Pentecost 
1R—Isaiah 56:1, 6-8, P – Psalm 67, 2R – Romans 11:1-2a, 13-15, 28-32, G – Matthew 15:21-28 
Aug. 23—12th Sunday after Pentecost 
1R  - Isaiah 51:1-6, P – Psalm 138, 2R – Romans 11:33-12:8, G – Matthew 16:13-20 
Aug. 30- 13th Sunday after Pentecost 
1R  - Jeremiah 15:15-21, P – Psalm 26, 2R – Romans 12:9-21, G – Matthew 16:21-28 
 

Preparing for Worship at Cross 

same noise or feel the earth shake, until we are in the depths of a similar situation. As brothers and sisters in 
Christ, we need to be sensitive and compassionate toward others that are affected in ways that we cannot 
readily see, in ways that we cannot readily feel.  

The word, “mission” can create images of needy people in other countries, but in order for our mission 
field to grow, we must first begin serving those within our reach; in our church and our local communities. 
There will always be a construction zone somewhere that is going to affect a neighbor at some time. We 
shouldn’t wait for a construction zone to surround us, before we realize that there will always be people in 
need. Our vison must widen to see all around us. Our eyes must realize our neighbor’s needs beyond what 
we only see at the surface. 

May we see beyond our own comfort and peace, when our skies are blue 
and our pathways are straight and smoothly surfaced.  May we take time to 
reach out to friends, relatives, and neighbors to see if they need a gentle hand 
or a kind word of comfort and peace from the daily trials that can shake our 
world. May we boldly share the peace of God as we have been commanded to 
do and may we share the Good News of Jesus Christ and the hope of the 
resurrection as we reach out to one another in faith, hope, and love. 

 

“For God alone, O my soul, wait in silence, for my hope is from him. 

He only is my rock and my salvation, my fortress; I shall not be shaken. 

On God rests my salvation and my glory; my mighty rock, my refuge is God.”  
(Psalm 62:5-7) 

 

      In Christ, Pastor Glenn 

(Continued from page 1) 
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BIRTHDAYS 
1 Tom Shupe 

3 Ron Bergman 

4 Terry Sturm 

7 Todd Gunden 

 Sandra Haley 

 Caden Carriveau 

 Kent McKenzie 

12 Bruce Baur 

 Bernice Shupe 

 Duane Peterson 

13 Keeley Baur 

14 Randy Swanson 

 Corey Messing 

15 Nicholas Swanson 

16 Margaret Edler 

17 Gwynne Barry 

 Khloe Carriveau 

19 Gretchen Roestel 

20 Larry Rosenthal 

22   Kayle Thepsourinthone 

23  Wynne Thepsourinthone 

25 Karen SchueƩe 

26 Brian Koehler 

 Nancy SchueƩe 

27 Max Eden 

30 Linda Tate 

 Dave Jarvis 

31 Joshua Higgins 
 Stephen SchueƩe  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Remember our Shut-ins:  
Elaine Licht, Martin Knost, Eunice 
Richmond. 
Please Remember in Prayer:  
Marvin Trost, Pastor Glenn, 
John Trowbridge, Clark Eidt, 
Muriel Hurdelbrink, Kay 
Schuette, Bill Gray, Allen 

Koehler, Mary Champion, Kevin 
Faupel, Ezra Sturm, Kim Edler, 
Deann Lewis, Hope Kittel, 
Marilyn Blunt, Margaret McBride 
and Robert Krzeszewski 
 
In the Service of Our Country: 
Nathan Schulz and Ryan Schulz, 
U.S. Marines, are sons of Lonnie 
Schulz & grandsons of Bonnie 
Schulz. Nicholas Swanson, U.S. Air 
Force, the son of Randy & Suzie 
Swanson & grandson of Nancy 
Schuette. 

Celebrate 

ANNIVERSARIES  

 

2 Pat & Kathy Azarovitz, 45 years 

3 Mike & Laura Trost, 24 years  

4 Kyle & Victoria Yackle, 13 years 

5  Gregory & Rebecca Yackle, 14 
 years  

6  JB & Gwynne Barry, 37 years 

8 Ben & Kayla Smith, 12 years 

10 Mike & Heather Koroleski, 7 
 years 

11 Brian & Dawn Rosenthal, 39 
 years 

15 Todd & Gretchen Roestel, 28 
 years 

16 Neil & Connie Herford, 51 years 

 James & Susan Licht, 40 years 

21 Tom & Bernice Shupe, 49 years 

21 Phil & Carol Schadd, 27 years 

22 Debbie & Henry Lange, 33 
 years 

23 Ray & Elaine Licht, 62 years 

 Stephen & Kris SchueƩe, 23 
 years 

 Nate & Jessica Licht, 6 years 

27 David & Joyce Jarvis, 43 years 

28 Norm & Tonja Nelson, 49 years 

Congregational Meeting 
 
There will be a special Congregational 
Meeting on Sunday, August 2nd 
immediately following the Church service.  
All Church Council and Cross Church 
members are encouraged to attend this 
important meeting.  Your vote counts, but 
you must be there! 
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School News 

From the Desk of . . . David 
Faupel 
August is normally the month that we 
begin our school year.  As we all know, 
though, nothing about 2020 is nor-
mal!  This year school will start after 
Labor Day, and it will certainly look quite different than it 
has in the past.  Our school staff has been working hard 
over the summer to come up with new procedures to 
enable us to follow state mandates and to do what we can 
to keep our students safe while still ensuring that learning 
can take place. 
 
What will be different?  Students will wear masks when 
traveling through the hallways and other common 
areas.  Regular hand-washing will be part of everyone’s 
daily routine. Students will be more physically 
distant.  While all of these things may be inconvenient (I do 
not particularly enjoy wearing a mask), really they are 
pretty simple things to do.  They are things that our 
government authorities are telling us to do for our 
safety.  What should our attitude and response as 
Christians be to this? “Let everyone be subject to the 
governing authorities, for there is no authority except that 
which God has established.  The authorities that exist have 
been established by God.  Consequently, whoever rebels 
against the authority is rebelling against what God has 
instituted, and those who do so will bring judgement on 
themselves...Give to everyone what you owe them: If you 
owe taxes, pay taxes; if revenue, then revenue, if respect 
then respect; if honor, then honor. ” Romans 13:1-2,7 
 
It is easy to focus on the negative aspects of things going 
on in the world and in our own lives.  It is easy to com-
plain.  However, this is not what God has called us to.  He 
has called us to love. “By this everyone will know that you 
are my disciples, if you love one another.”  John 13:35 
 
Instead of focusing on the negative, think about all of the 
blessings that God has given.  God is working things for 
His good (see Romans 8), even in the current situation.  I 
don’t know about you, but I don’t want to miss what God is 
doing because I am too focused on the negative things 
happening in the world. These are some of the messages 
we have an opportunity to teach and live out in front of our 
children, students, neighbors, friends, and enemies this 
year. Let’s not miss what God has in store for us! 

School starts on 
September 8th - 
See you then!! 

 
 
 
 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
THANK YOU!!! 

The students and staff of 
Cross Lutheran School would 

like to thank the Cross   
Women’s Quilting Group for 
all their hard work and many 

hours spent in making the 
300+ masks needed for our 
students this school year.  

We appreciate you!! 
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August Time & Talents—Tentative 

IF YOU ARE UNABLE TO PARTICIPATE AS SCHEDULED, PLEASE CONTACT A SUBSTITUTE.  If unable to 
find anyone, please contact me Karen Schuette (989) 453-2744.  Thank you for serving!    

USHERS PLEASE NOTE:  Unlock doors, turn on lights, and sound system, then lock and turn off lights, etc. 
to close up the church.   THANKS! 

CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES:  June 9, 2020 

Date & 
Time 

Assisting   
Minister 

Reader Youth      
Message 

Comm.      
Assist. 

Ushers for 
the Month 

Altar Guild Acolyte 

Aug. 2 
9:30 am 

       

Aug. 9 
9:30 am 

       

Aug. 16 
9:30 am 

       

Aug. 23 
9:30 am 

       

Aug. 30 
9:30 am 

       

The meeting was called to Order by Church Council President, Michael LePage, at 7:07 p.m.  
Present were:  Nancy Heck, Gretchen Roestel, Krisie Fritz, Pastor Glenn S. Sokolowski, Nancy 
Schuette, Norman Nelson, Kent McKenzie, and Steve Schulze.  Corey Messing was absent. 
Guest present was David Faupel.  Pastor Glenn Sokolowski opened the meeting with a devotion 
from Matthew 9:36 and followed with prayer.    

AGENDA:   Nancy Heck made a Motion to approve the Agenda as amended.   Pastors Vacation 
and Parsonage Landscaping was added under New Business, Krisie Fritz seconded the Motion.   
Motion carried. 
 
MINUTES:    Gretchen Roestel made a Motion to approve the May Minutes as presented, 
seconded by Kent McKenzie.  Motion carried.    
 
OFFICER REPORTS:   
 
Mike LePage, President gave his report as follows:  
Currently there is a problem with ants in the church and school, will obtain a quote to take care of 
this issue.  (There is also a problem at the parsonage.) 

 
Krisie Fritz, Secretary -   No communications 
 
Nancy Heck, Treasurer - Nancy gave her report as presented.    
 
Motion was made by Kent McKenzie to approve the Treasurer’s Report as presented, 
seconded by Nancy Schuette.   Motion carried. 

Continued on page 6 
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GUEST PRESENTATIONS/REQUESTS: 
     
David Faupel gave his School Report as follows:  
 

 Closing Chapel was held May 27 over Zoom.  
 8th grade graduation will be held Wednesday, June 17 at 6:30 p.m.  It will be an outdoor 

ceremony followed by some outdoor activities for school families.  This year’s graduates are 
Grace McLean, Ellie Rujan, Gloriel Salas, and Grace Shupe.  They will also be recognized in 
church at a later date to be determined. 

 Title I teacher Susan Hass is providing tutoring for about 6 students for four weeks over the 
summer.  Her hours are being paid for by Title I funding through Lakers.  The school is paying 
her a small stipend as well. 

 The first day of school is scheduled for August 17.  
 At this time we have 46 students registered/confirmed for 2020-2021!  Praise God that we are 

growing!  We need to begin making some short and long term plans to accommodate continued 
growth. 

 Executive Committee approved to hire an aide for the DK/K Classroom (14 students). 
 Could possibly have a 25% reduction in per pupil funding from our Shared Time Agreement 

with Laker Schools. 
 
Sarah Brooks was absent.   Mike LePage gave her Early Childhood Center Report as follows: 
 

 Sarah applied for the May Relief Fund Grant.   $11,880.00 should be received within the next 
couple of weeks.   Sarah will reapply for the month of June, if available.    

 Sarah will be taking some vacation around of the 4th of July and then again the last week of 
July. 

 
ADVISOR’S REPORTS: 
 
Pastor’s Report:    
 

(1) Final Online Confirmation class, (4) Completed Webinar Planning Series, (2) Chapel 
Services, (4) Online services, (1) In-Person Worship Service, (2) Hospital visits, (1) Funeral 
Service, Participated in Cross 8th Grade graduates drive by celebration, Saturday local delivery of 
audio CDs and video DVDs of recorded Worship Services, continued phone calls and 
conversations. 

 
 School Board Report:    Gretchen Roestel gave her Report as follows:  

School may be receiving approximately $5,000.00 from the Cares Act for technology (laptops, I-
Pads, and Chrome Books). 

 
MINISTRIES REPORTS – TRUSTEES:   
 
Property:   Corey Messing was absent, Report given by Steve Schulze as follows: 
 
CHURCH 

 Installed beautiful brand new exit signs and emergency lights with help of Steve Schulze. 
 The Overflow area does not have air conditioning (furnace and air conditioning on future 

replacement outlook) 
(Continued on page 7) 
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 Church offices on north side does not have air conditioning (furnace was replaced and air 
finding coil installed under furnace ready for outdoor unit and line sets.   In planning for future 
Installation.   

 Installed new LED light that illuminates exterior front of church. 
 Steve Schulze installed new light fixture for church corner lot sign. 
 Thank you to Mike and Connie Eden for planting the beautiful flowers around the church and 

school and for continued watering. 
 
SCHOOL 

 Two new exhaust fans installed in school that serve the boys bathroom and mechanical closet.  
Work completed by The Climate Doctor of Pigeon, costs $240.00. 

 Huron County Work Crew is still unable to come to spray remaining sealer to exterior walls. 
 Building mechanical inspection was completed by Jack McKain Heating and Cooling. 

 
Worship & Music:  Kent McKenzie/Pastor Sokolowski – Pastor met with Beth, it was decided  to 
have a couple of in-person services before the committee meets again.  The baptismal font is being 
repaired.   
 
Stewardship:   Norman Nelson – no meeting held. 
 
Mission Outreach:  Nancy Schuette – Krisie questioned council’s feelings on having the Garage 
Sale this summer.       
 
Parish Life:  Nancy Schuette – no meeting held. 
 
Youth & Education:  Steve Schulze - no meeting held. 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  
 
Reopening Plan - Plan seems to be solid, no changes at this time.  
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
Sound System  

 Steve Schulze received a quote in the amount of $14,500.00 from Jesse Klaska.   
 Sound area is in need of carpet – Mike will handle getting the quote for carpeting.  

 
Kent McKenzie made a Motion to approve Technology Video and Audio Upgrade for Phase 1 
and 2, amount not to exceed $20,000.00, seconded by Gretchen Roestel.   Motion carried.    
(Phase 3 Choir Loft will be dealt with at a later date).    
 
Cemetery Sexton  

 Steve Schulze has agreed to take over as the Cross Cemetery Sexton. 
 Discussion was held, and felt that there is a need to have a Cemetery Committee named and 

the Cemetery Book updated electronically.  
 
Kent McKenzie made a Motion to have a Cemetery Committee comprised of Pastor 
Sokolowski, President Mike LePage, Steve Schulze and Lonnie Schulz, seconded by Krisie 
Fritz.  Motion carried.  

(Continued from page 6) 



8 

 
 
 
 
 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the NALC will be hosting our first ever Virtual Mission Convocation. 
Join us virtually to hear from Bishop Dan Selbo on the 2020 Vision, participate in elections and vot-

ing, and hear updates from across the NALC. 
Friday, August 7, 6-9 p.m. ET 

Saturday, August 8, 2-6 p.m. ET 
Cost: $25 (voting delegates), $0 (visitors) 

It is easier than ever to attend the NALC Mission Convocation. With no need to travel, and minimal 
registration costs, we encourage all pastors and delegates to attend. Invite members of your congre-
gation to join in as well! We’re hoping to have more participants than ever before. Our Cross Luther-

an Convocation voting representatives for 2020 are Norm and Tonja Nelson. 
https://nalcevents.regfox.com/mission-convocation-2020 

Questions? Ask Pastor Glenn! 

Pastor’s Vacation – he would like to take a couple of weeks in July, 5th – 12th, 12th – 19th.    
 
Parsonage Landscape – Discussion was held, and it was determined that the Parsonage was never 
finished in the area of Landscaping.    
 
Gretchen Roestel made a Motion for up to $1,000.00 to be spent for Parsonage Landscaping, 
seconded by Kent McKenzie.   Motion carried. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS: 
 
Cemetery Maintenance – Mike LePage will round up some groups to assist the cemetery crew with 
trimming around grave markers.    
 
Wall Quote/Condensation Issue in School - Kent McKenzie received a quote from Booms to repair 
wall in the amount of $33,636.00.    School has $20,000.00 to contribute to this project.    
 
Steve Schulze made a Motion to take $20,000.00 from the School Annual fund and the 
remaining $13,635.00 be taken from the Bequest fund for the Improvement of the Wall Issue, 
seconded by Gretchen Roestel.   Motion carried. 
 
 
Next Council Meeting – Tuesday, July 14, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Meeting adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer at 9:36 p.m. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Krisie Fritz, Secretary 

https://nalcevents.regfox.com/mission-convocation-2020
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Memorials 

These gifts were received to 
the glory of God in memory or 
honor of the following people: 
 
In memory of Carol Deneen, 
for Cross Lutheran School: 
Jack & Pam Sturm 
Rachel Higgins 
 
In memory of Carol Deneen, 
for Cross Building fund: 
Carol Diener 
 
In memory of Ron Schulz, for 
Cross Building fund: 
Jack & Pam Sturm 
Carol Diener 
Jeff & Beth Elston 
Karen Anklam 
Bill & Muriel Hurdelbrink 
Terry & June Sturm 
Ray & Elaine Licht 
John & Gloria Stalter 
Dave & Peg McCrimmon 
George & Florence Behm 
Lonnie & Jill Hedley 
Shirley Deering 
John & Kay Tait 
Linda Fietzer 
Mike & Jeanne Sting 
Cordelia Trost 
Margaret Edler 
Alex & Patty Cucinello 
Jim & Jackie Heiden 
Barb Degg 
Nancy Schuette & family 
Bob & Eileen Johnson 
Larry & Gina Smith 
John & Jacqueline Finneren 
Mike & Lorraine LePage 
Kent & Lori McKenzie 
Krisie Fritz 
Paul & Karen Schuette 
Neil & Connie Herford 
Lois Geppert 

In memory of Ron Schulz, for 
Cross Lutheran Church: 
Fred & Raylene Henkelmann 
Dorothy Henne 
Don & Donna Wheeler 
Sheila Yackle 
Mark & Brenda Kretzschmer 
Aldine Fiebig 
David & Diane Milton 
Scott Meyersieck 
Dale & Donna Schuette 
Randall & Cheryl Sturm 
Dennis & Renee Bergman 
Kay Schuette 
Jean Sturm 
Mike & Connie Eden 
 
In memory of Ron Schulz, for 
Cross Music fund: 
Bill & Janet Love 
 
In memory of Ron Schulz, for 
Cross Ladies of the Church: 
Margaret Edler 
 
In memory of Ron Schulz, for 
Cross Lutheran School: 
Rachel Higgins 
Clare & Donna Schuette 
Richard Kern 
Tom & Bernice Shupe 
Orin & Frances Engelhardt 
Doug & Dorothy Thuemmel 
John & Lori Smith 
 
In memory of Ron Schulz for, 
Cross Cemetery fund: 
Ken & Betty Licht 
 
In memory of Fred Edler, for 
Cross Lutheran Church: 
Joe & Karen Cucinello 
Mike & Connie Eden 
 
In memory of Fred Edler, for 
Cross Lutheran School: 
John & Lori Smith 
 
 
 

In memory of Elsie Trow-
bridge, for Cross School: 
Cordelia Trost 
John & Lori Smith 
 
In memory of Elsie Trow-
bridge, for Cross Building 
fund: 
Nancy Schuette & family 
 
In memory of Elsie Trow-
bridge, for Cross Lutheran 
Church: 
Mike & Connie Eden 
 
In memory of Raymond Orth, 
for Cross Building fund: 
Krisie Fritz 
 
In memory of Geraldine Edler, 
for Cross Lutheran Church: 
Warren & Sandy Juengel 
Phillip & Carolyn Juengel 
St. Timothy Luth. Church, 
Eunice Society 
Clark & Barb Eidt 
Dave & Peg McCrimmon 
Don & Kathy Fiebig 
Joyce Jahr 
Earl & Rhonda King 
Mildred Knight 
 
In memory of Geraldine Edler, 
for Cross Cemetery fund: 
Margaret Edler 
 
In memory of Raymond Orth, 
for Cross Lutheran School: 
Dennis Ropp 
Ron & Judith Diener 
Phil & Patti McNeil 
Mike & Connie Eden 
John & Lori Smith 
 
In memory of Paul Mellendorf, 
for Cross Lutheran Church: 
Jean Sturm 
 
In memory of Herbert Neurath, 
for Cross Lutheran School: 
John & Lori Smith 
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In memory of Ruth Schuette, 
for Cross Lutheran Church: 
Delores Elftman 
Duane & Audrey Nuechterlein 
James & Barbara Pace 
Randall & Cheryl Sturm 
Catherine Schuette 
Ken & Lorraine Schuette 
Dorothy Henne 
William & Miriam Belding 
Jean Sturm 
Mike & Connie Eden 
Lydia Decker 
Jose & Catherine Garcia 
Dorothea Jahn 
 
In memory of Ruth Schuette, 
for Cross Cemetery fund: 
Bruce & Marilyn Baur 
 
In memory of Ruth Schuette, 
for Cross Building fund: 
Carol Diener 
Karen Anklam 
 
In memory of Ruth Schuette, 
for Cross Lutheran School: 
Tom & Bernice Shupe 
Margaret Schuette 
 
 
 
 

Memorials (continued) 

Woman's Bible Study 
will resume on Wed-
nesday, August 5th 
beginning at 1:30 in 
the church overflow or 
family room. The Bible 
study is titled "Walking 
Together" A Bible 
Study on the Im-
portance of Fellowship 
in our Lives as Disci-
ples of Christ. Even 
though at this time in 
our world we refrain to 
walk close or side by 

side one another, we must remember that the Spirit of God 
continues to connect us in spiritual ways that the world cannot 
see. Watch, listen and learn from our God who walks with us 
as we fellowship together in His Spirit and truth! The title of 
Session 2 is “Forebear One Another”. The readings are from 
Ephesians 4:1-6, 25-26.  We will be practicing social distanc-
ing and are encouraged to wear masks.  
 
Let's continue walking together!   
Questions contact Leanne Smith 989-553-4241. 

Pastor Glenn and LuAnne 
Sokolowski have received 
many cards and good 
wishes along with other 
gifts in the past few 
months in celebration of 
our June wedding 
anniversary, Pastor 

Glenn’s surgery recovery, and for Pastor’s birthday in 
July. We have recently realized a one-year 
anniversary of our first trip to Pigeon, Michigan and 
to Cross Lutheran Church and School. God 
continues to show us the blessings of Christian love 
and friendship here in this time and place. We are 
grateful for the love you show us and others in need. 
We pray for your well-being and for God’s plan to 
use you and us to further His Kingdom on earth by 
sharing the Good News of His love and salvation. 
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Ministers - The People of Cross 


